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Canada 
imposes visa 
restrictions 


By Marco Levytsky 

In response to the growing unrest 
in Ukraine, Canada on January 28 
issued travel bans against key gov- 
ernment officials. 

Canada thus becomes the second 
country — after the United States 
which did so a week earlier — to 
issue such sanctions. 

Neither Canada nor the United 
States have imposed financial sanc- 
tions such as the freezing of the 
assets of government officials and 
oligarchs in Ukraine, as urged by 
the Ukrainian communities in both 
countries and the opposition in 
Ukraine, but both countries have left 
such options open for the future. 

The European Union, where 
Ukraine’s elite stash most of their 
cash and frequently travel, has not 
imposed any sanctions whatsoever, 
and has stated it is unlikely to do so. 

“Canada will continue to monitor 
developments in Ukraine, and, with 
our international partners, consider 
further options if necessary,” said 
Citizenship and Immigration Min- 
ister Chris Alexander and Foreign 
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Affairs Minister John Baird in a 
joint statement. 

In a teleconference with mem- 
bers of the Ukrainian Canadian 
media that same day, Baird elab- 
orated stating: “It’s essential that 
We maintain the capacity to escal- 
ate our pressure and that’s exactly 
what we are doing.” 

“Targeted and meaningful action, 
effective immediately will restrict 
travel of key Ukrainian government 
figures, who have been responsible 
for the repressions and silencing of 
opposition voices,” added Alexan- 
der. “We continue to stand with the 
Ukrainian people as they definitively 
and courageously speak up for free- 
dom and democracy and we will con- 
tinue to monitor developments and 
consider other options if necessary.” 

When asked by Ukrainian News 
Editor Marco Levytsky whether 
Canada is ready to consider financial 
sanctions in order to send a signal to 
the European Union, Baird replied: 

«І think what we want to do is 
maintain a capacity to escalate 
our actions. Obviously if we take 
all the actions at a single time, we 
have used all the ammunition and 
all the arrows in our quiver, so it’s 
important that we have the capacity 
to escalate.” 

“It’s good to see the Canadian gov- 
ernment finally commit to at least 
part of what the Ukrainian Canadian 
community and the NDP have been 
calling for: targeted individual sanc- 
tions against those most responsible 
for the human rights abuses and anti- 
democratic measures in Ukraine,” 
said Official Opposition Foreign Af- 
fairs Critic Paul Dewar in an email to 
Ukrainian News 

“While we asked for and wel- 
come the steps taken today by the 
Canadian government, we urge the 
government to show international 
leadership in pushing for further 
and stronger sanctions, such as 
asset freezes on those responsible 
for repressive measures and violent 
crackdowns, as well as expedited 
visa processing for victims and dir- 
ect support for mediation efforts,” 
he added. 

Liberal immigration critic John 
McCallum described the ап- 
nouncement as a “weak” measure 
that will be viewed as “essentially 
a non-action” among this country’s 
1.2 million Ukrainian-Canadians. 

“T think it’s a meaningless gesture 
- I'm not aware of any Ukrainian 
officials planning to visit Canada 
at this time,” McCallum told The 


Cont. оп Р. 3| Demonstrators pelt riot police with stones апа 


Ukrainian antigovernment protesters Bohdan (second lefi), 21, and Yulia, 25, hold their wedding ceremony 
in a city municipality building occupied by protesters in Kyiv on February 5. (Reuters/David Mazinarishvili) 


Rada fails to agree on curbing 
presidential powers 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s parliament has concluded a 
session without approving changes to the constitution 
that would have curtailed the powers of the president. 

Opposition lawmakers on February 4 failed to get 
the necessary support to push through a motion to re- 
vert to an earlier version of the Ukrainian Constitution 
that limited presidential powers. 

The opposition would have needed support from at 
least 237 of the 447 deputies in parliament to push 
through the motion. 

Opposition UDAR party leader Vitali Klitschko met 
earlier on February 4 with President Viktor Yanuko- 
vych. After the meeting, Klitschko told journalists that 
he told Yanukovych, “tempers are heating up,” and 
urged the president “to immediately make a decision.” 

Klitschko earlier told parliament such reform was 
needed to end the crisis that has persisted in the two 
months since the government turned its back on closer 
ties to the European Union. 


"Рі convinced that if we don’t do that, then the 
society will explode, and we will see their anger on 
the street,” Klitschko said. “That’s why I’m calling 
on everybody — we should follow the civilized path, 
stop the dictatorship, return to the constitution that 
makes parliament deputies the decision-makers and 
not just those who press buttons.” 

The opposition wants a return to the constitution 
adopted in 2004 during the country’s Orange Revolu- 
tion. 

Klitschko blamed Yanukovych’s administration for 
the unrest and warned against further escalating ten- 
sions. 

Prior to the vote, Oleksandr Yefremov, the parlia- 
mentary leader of the ruling Party of Regions, sound- 
ed conciliatory. 

“This is a dead end, and I therefore suggest that we 
all forget the grievances, victories, and defeats, our 
Cont. on P. 5 


set police buses on fire (Photo by Svetlana Ivanova/Al Jazeera) 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 


11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: (780) 471-4477 Fax: (780) 477-0617 
E-mail:ucss@shaw.ca Website: www.ucss.info 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 


UCSS - а non-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
* counselling and advice 
« information, referral 
¢ translation and interpretation 
- assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
¢ parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 
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> Доступ до електронних ресурсів 


Підтримайте Програму ім. Струка -- сприяйте 


поширенню української культури у світі 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 430 Pembina Hall, 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, AB T6G 2H8 Canada 
E-mail: cius@ualberta.ca; www.cius.ca 
Tel: 780.492.2972 Fax: 780.492.4967 
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УГКЦ оголосила піст - для 
молитви за мир в Україні 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Синод єпископів Української греко-католицької 
церкви, який 31 січня - 1 лютого відбувався 
неподалік Львова, ухвалив звернення з приводу 
ситуації у країні. Владики оголосили період посту 
в усіх єпархіях і заклиали молитися за мир. 

Єпископат УГКЦ вважає, що нині Україна 
переживає тяжкі випробування, які свідчать про 
глибоку кризу у відносинах між суспільством i вла- 
дою, а небажання останньої дослухатися до думки 
народу вже призвело до трагічних наслідків. Вла- 
дики висловили свої глибокі співчуття сім'ям заги- 
блих, солідаризуються з родинами переслідуваних, 
стають на боці побитих, пригноблених, утиснених 
і зневажених, їхній голос єднається з голосом 
мільйонів громадян України. 

«Справедливість не наступить доти, доки не 
буде зцілена остання рана на тілі постраждалих, 
доки не будуть віднайдені всі пропалі безвісти, 
доки в суспільстві не будє усунено загрози фунда- 
ментальним правам і свободам людини та народу 
в цілому Й відновлено довіру до влади, без чого 
неможливо будувати сучасну правову державу», — 
мовиться у зверненні. 

Єпископат висловив пошану людям, які вийш- 
ли на площі та майдани, виявляючи громадянсь- 
ку і духовну зрілість, готовність до самопожерт- 
ви задля кращої долі рідного народу. А також 
відзначив позицію тих, хто на державній службі, 
незважаючи на тиск чи погрози, залишилися вірні 
Божому законові та голосові власного сумління, 
відмовляючись чинити насилля проти власного 
народу. 


Водночас УГКЦ вважає ганебним і принизливим 
для самої держави факт, що силові структури по- 
чали діяти у згоді зі злочинними найманцями, які 
чинили погроми та нападали на мітингувальників, 
лікарів, журналістів, звичайних громадян. 

«Дії, спрямовані на насильне придушення мир- 
ного волевиявлення громадян, не можна виправ- 
дати нічим, і вони заслуговують на однозначне 
та рішуче засудження. Влада, яка немовби не чує 
крику свого народу і намагається приглушити його 
голос за власні права ударами міліцейських кийків 
та пострілами зброї, стає на небезпечну дорогу те- 
рору й диктатури, що суперечать її основополож- 
ному покликанню дбати про єдність народу, бути 
на сторожі суверенітету країни та працювати зад- 
ля загального добра всіх без винятку громадян». 
Владики засуджують усяке кровопролиття та 
будь-які форми насильства, але підтримує право - 
громадян на мирний протест і закликають владу 
- «Зупиніть кровопролиття! Не допустіть зростан- 
ня насилля!» Адже у незалежній і цивілізованій 
українській державі не повинна проливатися кров 
власних громадян у мирний час лише за те, що ці 
громадяни захищають належні їм права й свобо- 
ди, наполягають вони. 

Єпископат закликав владу не чинити насилля 
над власним народом і почати шанувати свій на- 
род. 

Владики закликали вірних і всіх людей дотриму- 
ватися Божих заповідей, нікому не чинити зла, три- 
вати в мирі та добрі, молитись у своїх спільнотах 
1 оголосили період посту в усіх єпархіях УГКЦ та 
екзархатах в Україні. 


Івано-Франківська ОДА: адмінбудівля 
в барикадах, керівництво «в екзилі» 


Галина Добош, Радіо Свобода, 30.01.2014 

Мітингувальники продовжують утримувати 
адмінбудівлю обласної влади в Івано-Франківську. 
Тут налагоджене чергування, є кухня 1 мед- 
пункт, активістів підтримують волонтери. Вхід 
до приміщення заборонений лише керівництву 
облдержадміністрації, змушеному працювати «у 
телефонному режимі». Всі інші чиновники вийш- 
ли на роботу, хоча не почуваються комфортно. Ек- 
сперти прогнозують, що людей не задовольнять 
останні рішення Верховної Ради. 

Адмінбудинок Івано-Франківської ОДА з різних 
боків оточений барикадами: автомобільні шини, 
піддони, мішки зі снігом. Два великі намети, 
кілька десятків залізних бочок для вогню, купи 
дров - так виглядає і площа перед «Білим будин- 
ком», 1 бічні вулиці. В самій адмінбудівлі помітні 
зміни: замінені поламані двері, засклені вікна — на 
пожертви майданівців, але звичних килимових 
доріжок на сходах ще нема. Чергові - біля бари- 
кад, на поверхах. За словами координатора шта- 
бу національного спротиву Василя Поповича, 
«ситуація спокійна і контрольована». 

«Чергування відбувається до п'ятого поверху. 
Тут є старші поверхів, одні вдень, другі вночі, на- 
лагоджений змінний графік чергувань. Мені важко 
назвати цифру, тому що кожний керівник поверху 
має своїх людей», - каже Василь Попович. 

Тут є людирізного віку. Їх підтримують пересічні 
містяни, приносячи кошти, теплий одяг, продукти 
харчування, медикаменти. Шестикурсниця ме- 
дичного університету Люба працює в медпункті. 
Каже, що за день за допомогою звертається до 
двохсот людей. 

«Найчастіше зараз простудні захворюван- 
ня, біль в горлі, нежить. Дуже багато з очима, бо 
гріються біля вогню, а вогонь уражає очі, сітківку. 
Обмороження, травми, розтяжки ніг і тому 
подібне. Медикаментів на даний час вистачає, да- 
ють волонтери», - розповідає медпрацівниця. 

Особливо багато волонтерів - на кухні. Згаду- 
ють, як першого дня жінки з приміського села при- 
везли кілька десятків закруток. Хтось приносить 
продукти, хтось нарізає канапки, ще хтось розно- 
сить гарячий чай тим, що чергують на вулиці, - 
розповідає пані Неля. 

«Готуємо все: і канапки, і борщі, і супи, і мака- 
рони, і гречку - все повністю. Дуже багато людей 
приходить, допомогти хочуть», - розповідає во- 
лонтер на кухні. 

У медпункт і на кухню мене супроводжував пан 
Роман. Він - «афганець», нещодавно повернувся з 
київського Майдану, був поранений в ногу. Роман і 


його товариш Ярослав кажуть, що для них відставки 
уряду замало 1 вони готові далі стояти за свої вимоги. 

«Людей влаштує, тільки коли буде знято прези- 
дента, а уряд поміняти - то нічого не міняє. Пре- 
зидента Януковича за кровопролиття на Майдані 
відправити у відставку. I дострокові вибори до 
Верховної Ради та президентські. Ми говоримо 
йому одне, а йому хоч кіл на голові теши. Це не 
президент, це пастух Москви», - такі настрої тих, 
хто на барикадах. 

З понеділка (27 січня) вийшли на роботу 
працівники управлінь ОДА. Не на диктофон чинов- 
ники зізнаються, що не почуваються комфортно. Осо- 
бливо, коли почули слова про те, що «якщо не працю- 
ватимуть, то це розцінюватиметься як саботаж». 

Не допускають в приміщення лише голову ОДА 
та його заступників і керівників підрозділів, «які 
мають квитки Партії регіонів». Між тим прес- 
служба голови ОДА повідомила, що Василь Чуд- 
нов «перебуває на території області 1 керує про- 
цесами життєзабезпечення краю», правда, у теле- 
фонному режимі. 

Не всі івано-франківці погоджуються, що 
потрібно було захоплювати адмінбудівлю 1 стави- 
ти барикади. Начальник управління ОДА, депутат 
обласної ради Мирослав Карабін вважає, що такої 
ситуації можна було уникнути. 

«Для того, щоб не ставили барикади, не штурму- 
вали, я думаю, що голова ОДА як тимчасово при- 
значений, бо вічного немає в цьому житті нічого, 
повинен був відчинити двері і запросити людей, на- 
род, щоб вони зайшли в кабінет. Інша справа - чи 
потрібні ці барикади, якщо 95, а то і всі 100 відсотків 
підтримують демократичні цінності? Вважаю, що то 
не потрібно було робити», - каже Карабін. 

Політолог Тарас Случик уникає слів «штурм», 
«захоплення», називає це проявом самоврядуван- 
ня на практиці, коли громада прийшла на прийом 
до депутатів облради і губернатора. Він прогнозує, 
що барикади стоятимуть і далі, бо пересічним лю- 
дям уже замало відставки уряду. 

«Звичайно, це нікого не влаштує. Повинна бути, 
по-перше - амністія для учасників Євромайдану у 
всіх областях, друге - зміна Конституції, третє - 
передача силового блоку опозиції, щоб протидіяти 
будь-якому тиску і залякуванням. I, звичайно, 
дострокові вибори президента. Тільки після ухва- 
лення таких речей можна говорити про зміну фор- 
мату Майдану», - каже Тарас Случик. 

Як повідомили у штабі національного спроти- 
ву, про згортання барикад в Івано-Франківську 
наразі не йдеться. А правоохоронці запевнили, що 
силового захоплення адмінбудівлі не буде. 
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Left to right: Jason Kenney, Eugene Czolij, Ihor Bardyn, Ted Opitz, Adriana Buyniak Wilson, Bohdan Onyschuk, 
Stephen Harper, Paul Grod, Lesia Shymko, Senator Raynell Andreychuk, Orest Steciw, James Bezan, Taras Zalusky. 


UCC working group meets 
with PM, senior ministers 


(UCC National)—Prime Minister Stephen Harper met 
on January 30 with key representatives of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC) in Ottawa to discuss the re- 
cent events in Ukraine and the future of Canada-Ukraine 
relations. This was followed by a meeting with a meet- 
ing of the Canada Ukraine Advisory Committee with 
Ministers Baird and Alexander in Toronto. 

Harper met with Paul Grod, UCC National President; 
Eugene Czolij, President Ukrainian World Congress; 
Bob Onyschuk Q.C., past-Chair Canada Ukraine Foun- 
dation (CUF), Orest Steciw, President of the League 
of Ukrainian Canadians; Ihor Bardyn, President of the 
Ukrainian National Federation and Director of the Can- 
ada Ukraine Parliamentary Program; Lesia Shymko, 
Director of the Canada Ukraine Parliamentary Project; 
Adrianna Buyniak, President of the League of Ukrainian 
Canadian Women; and Taras Zalusky, Executive Direc- 
tor of the UCC. Minister Jason Kenney, Senator Raynell 
Andreychuk, Ted Opitz, MP, and James Bezan, MP were 
also in attendance. 

During the meeting with the Prime Minister, the 
Ukrainian delegation expressed their appreciation to 
the Government of Canada for its on-going support to 
Ukraine’s democratic development and for recent meas- 
ures announced by Ministers Alexander and Baird, to 
restrict visas for key Ukrainian officials as well as Can- 
ada’s continued support for an independent process to 
ensure that justice is carried out in the cases of individ- 
uals related to severe human rights abuses. 

“The government has indicated that these visa and 
travel restrictions are a first step, and one which the 
Ukrainian community applauds”, stated Grod. “We 
provided a briefing for the Prime Minister on the latest 
developments and provided him with proposals on the 


measures that the Ukrainian community would like to 
see put into place.” 

The delegation raised issues such as the role of Rus- 
sian interference in the internal affairs of Ukraine, the 
need for targeted individual economic sanctions, dip- 
lomacy and humanitarian assistance as well as work- 
ing to ensure Ukraine’s European future. 

The meeting with the Prime Minister was followed 
by a meeting with Ministers Baird and Alexander in 
Toronto on Jan. 31. 

“Ministers Baird and Alexander have been closely 
monitoring the situation in Ukraine. We discussed our 
community’s disgust with the state-sponsored terror 
that is currently taking place in Ukraine,” stated Grod. 
“Together with other MPs in attendance, they expressed 
Canada’s willingness to help the people of Ukraine.” 

At the meeting, various measures to address the draco- 
nian and oppressive tactics used to suppress the Ukrain- 
ian people were discussed. Both Ministers Baird and 
Alexander have committed to work with the UCC to take 
immediate and concrete steps to ensure Canada is doing 
all that it can in this very ominous situation. 

Among the major recommendations presented by 
the UCC delegation participating in the meeting were: 
Canada’s condemnation of Russia’s continued eco- 
nomic and political coercion of Ukraine; exploring 
the implementation of further economic and criminal 
sanctions against those responsible for human rights 
abuses; offering to mediate the situation; proposals to 
monitor the situation on the ground including court 
proceedings; humanitarian support and much needed 
support to Ukrainian civil society. UCC emphasized 
the need to continue to develop a strategy that would 
support stability and EU integration. 


Canada imposes visa restrictions 
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Globe and Mail, adding his party, too, would like to 
see individual economic sanctions and a fast-tracked 
visa process. “It doesn’t do anything whatsoever. I 
think Canada should show solidarity in a more mean- 
ingful way.” 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress welcomed the 
announcement. 

“We have been calling for sanctions, including visa 
revocation and travel restrictions, against those people 
who have been involved in human rights abuses 
against the Ukrainian people and welcome this an- 
nouncement by the government of Canada,” stated 
UCC National President Paul Grod. “We hope that 
Canada’s call for an independent inquiry into the kill- 
ings will lead to those individuals responsible being 
brought to justice.” 

“Canada has taken a lead in imposing these sanc- 
tions and must continue to work to monitor the situa- 
tion to ensure that criminal responsibility is ensured, 
anti-democratic legislation is repealed and that am- 
nesty is provided to those jailed under the illegitimate, 
anti-democratic laws.” 

“Canada is a voice of moral authority among the 
world leaders and has a solid record of standing up 
for human rights, freedom and democracy,” he added. 
“Ukraine needs Canada’s help, and Canada must con- 
tinue to be there in Ukraine’s time of need.” 

During the teleconference Levytsky also asked about 
providing political asylum for activists and those who 


have been injured by police — another action urged by 
the UCC. 

Alexander said Canada’s asylum system will con- 
tinue to be available globally available to anyone who 
faces repression and refugees status could be provided 
to those whose claims can be verified. 

Also participating in the teleconference were Jurij Klu- 
fas of Toronto’s Kontakt TV, Walter Derzko Toronto’s 
New Pathway, Myron Petriw of Nash Holos radio in 
Vancouver, Myroslava Oleksiuk of Toronto’s Myro- 
slava’s E-Poshta, MPs Ted Opitz (CPC Etobicoke-Cen- 
tre) and James Bezan (CPC, Selkirk-Interlake). 

In their joint statement Baird and Alexander said: 
“Recent actions by members of Ukraine’s ruling elite 
in the face of popular and growing protests have been 
utterly deplorable, and compel us to take targeted and 
meaningful action. 

The announcement came a day after a six-hour emer- 
gency debate on Ukraine called by Bezan and Opitz. 

Among the numerous participants was newly-elected 
Liberal MP for Toronto-Centre, Ukrainian Canadian 
Chrystia Freeland for whom it marked her parliament- 
ary debut. 

A link to the full transcript of the debate is available 
under the news section of the UCC National’s website 
(ww.ucc.ca). 

Following the debate, the House of Commons unani- 
mously passed a motion, sponsored by Bezan whish 
stated that it: 
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Edmonton Granite Memorials 


personalized designs MONUMENTEUILUERS 


BGM serving Albertans with dignity 
SSS for over 36 years Зі 


Honour Your Family 
with a 


Work of Art 
Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 
All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
you may choose. 


Courtesy Car * Senior Citizen Discounts * Pre-Need Arrangements 
OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 
11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta TSH 2N1 Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


2014 TOURS TO UKRAINE 


Peter Drosdowech’s ALL-INCLUSIVE 16-day small-group tours 
are guided in English and include: airfare, quality hotels, all meals, 
chartered air-conditioned bus and admissions to all events. 


May 2 June 13 August 8 September 19 


Vancouver/Victoria $5625. Edmonton/Calgary $5525. 


Saskatoon/Regina $5425. Winnipeg $5325. Toronto $5225. 
ALL TAXES & SURCHARGES ARE INCLUDED 


Prices are per person (double occupancy). | (5іпдіе occupancy: add $400.) 
Airline/Airport taxes and Medical & Cancellation Insurance are extra. 


email; ToursToUkraine@mts. net 


Full information with photos: 


Toll-free 1 888 269 3013 


www.ToursToUkraine.ca 
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peels 18528 STONY PLAIN ROAD, EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5P 4A8 
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For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 


484-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


Also visit our Liquor Store at the back of the hotel. 
We specialize in Ukrainian Beer and Vodka 


Proudly serving the Ukrainia | 


Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand haw 
valuable it is for you and your family. 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
expenence? 
When the те comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal and 
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services & products 
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Smoky Lake 
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Hon. Thomas А. Lukaszuk 
Minister of Jobs, Skills, Training 
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MLA, Edmonton - Castle Downs 
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Edmonton, AB T5X 5M8 

Phone 780-414-0705 Fax 780-414-0707 
edmonton.castledowns@assembly.ab.ca 


www.thomasmla.com 
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І @lukaszukMLA 
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Рівненщина: парад 
Народних рад 


Валентина Одарченко, Радіо Свобода 

На Рівненщині - видимість двовладдя. Народні 
ради, проголошені на віче практично в усіх сели- 
щах, містах 1 майже в усіх районах, намагають- 
ся легітимізуватися. Вони роблять це через сесії 
місцевих рад, проводячи рішення про створення 
виконкомів. Таким чином хочуть замінити апарат 
адміністрацій. 

До складу виконкомів можуть увійти нинішні 
пересічні працівники адміністрацій, сподіваються 
натхненники створення Народних рад. Такі 
рішення оскаржує прокуратура, однак «парад На- 
родних рад» з ухваленням аналогічних рішень на 
території області триває. 

У тих районах, де до народних рад увійшли пред- 
ставники більшості, проблем 13 легітимізацією не 
виникає - в радах утворені нові фракції, слово яких 
є вирішальним. Напередодні голова Дубенської 
райдержадміністрації Руслан Сивий заявив, що 
визнає новостворену міжфракційну депутатську 
групу «Народна рада Дубенщини» і вважає, що 
виконавчий апарат Народної ради має відображати 
позицію обраних громадою депутатів. 

Перший поверх 57 Рівненській 
облдержадміністрації упродовж тижня утриму- 
ють пікетувальники. На вході чергують у масках 
представники 0 «Правого сектору». Всередині 
активісти організували пункт збору одягу й речей 
для Євромайдану, ріжуть бутерброди і годують 
охоронців з народної самооборони, і разом з охо- 
ронцями ОДА пропускають службовців на місце 
роботи. 

На верхніх поверхах іде звичайна чиновницька 
метушня - прийоми громадян, папери, рішення. 
Депутат обласної ради, безпартійний Роман Ва- 
силишин каже: це - не блокада. Його роботі тут 
нічого не заважає, хоча, ймовірно, дещо нервує 
окремих працівників. «Може, психологічно воно і 
діє на людей, але я цього не бачу - по-моєму, в нас 
тут все по-розумному, дають людям працювати». 

Депутат-свободівець | Олексій | Бучинський 
пояснює: часткова блокада облдержадміністрації 
- вимушена необхідність - доти, доки зі столич- 
них СІЗО не випустять усіх «заручників» - лю- 
дей, затриманих за участь в акціях протесту в 
Києві та інших українських містах. Водночас він 
припускає, що виконання вимог Народної ради 
Рівненщини також спонукатиме людей розібрати 
рівненські барикади. 

Ці вимоги озвучив новообраний голова Народної 
ради Рівненської області Михайло Кирилов. Серед 
них - звільнення всіх затриманих та заарештова- 


них, повернення рівненського «Беркуту» додому, 
відставка Голови обласної ради Юрія Кічатого та 
голови облдержадміністрації Василя Берташа, а 
також їхніх заступників. Тиждень тому всі заступ- 
ники голови облдержадміністрації Василя Берта- 
ша на вимогу людей написали заяви на звільнення, 
однак нині вони справно ходять на роботу. 

Сам Василь  Берташ повідомив через 
ЗМІ, що оскільки є «легітимним головою 
облдержадміністрації», то не може «покинути 
область у такий скрутний час», і нині працює 
дистанційно, дбаючи, «щоб у жителів області були 
вода, тепло, світло, газ». 

Спроби порушити мирне співіснування влади 
і громади все ж відбуваються. У дворі обласної 
прокуратури вибухнули дві пляшки із запалю- 
вальною сумішшю. Цій події передував погром 
одного з приміщень Костопільського маргарино- 
вого заводу, власником якого є народний депутат- 
батьківщинівець Микола Кучерук. Кілька днів 
тому невідомі підпалили офіс обласної організації 
Партії регіонів. 

Тим часом голова обласної ради Юрій Кічатий, 
який напередодні вперше з'явився безпосередньо 
на робочому місці, пояснив, що не ухилявся від 
проведення позачергових сесій, а займався спра- 
вами області, вирішуючи в Києві питання дотації 
для Рівненщини. Юрій Кічатий зауважив, що гото- 
вий покинути свою посаду тільки у випадку, якщо 
за це проголосують депутати. 

У Рівному до позафракційного об'єднання зго- 
лосилися приєднатись два провладних депутати, 
однак для легітимності пропонованих рішень цьо- 
го бракує. Упродовж тижня активісти ходили по 
домівках депутатів, «вмовляючи» їх хоча б прибу- 
ти на сесію. Останній січневий день мав показати, 
наскільки влада рахується з вимогами активної 
громади. 31 січня люди збиралися пікетувати 
обласну раду, опозиція вимагала організації 
трансляції сесії на вулицю, але в зв'язківців рап- 
том зламалася озвучка і зникли шнури... 

Нині ж «знакова» сесія знову під загрозою. 
Напередодні увечері голова Рівненської обласної 
ради Юрій Кічатий змушений був перервати 
засідання президії обласної ради - йому стало зле. 
І хоча незадовго він повернувся, після завершен- 
ня засідання керівника облради винесли на ношах 
до карети «Швидкої допомоги». ЗМІ поширили 
повідомлення про серцевий напад. Відтак станом 
увечері 30 січня офіційно хворими виявились усі 
три посадовці, уповноважені проводити і візувати 
рішення сесії. 


Війна стереотипів: «бандерівець зі 
схрону» проти «східняка із пляшкою» 


Дмитро Шурхало, Радіо Свобода 

Одним 13 наслідків політичної кризи стало поси- 
лення антагонізму між Сходом і Заходом України. 
В південно-східних областях говорять про загрозу 
навали «бандерівців», а в західноукраїнських — 
очікують на провокації з боку «тітушек» зі Сходу. 
За словами експертів, політики, регулярно спеку- 
люючи на відмінностях, що існують між різними 
регіонами, майже не докладають зусиль, аби здо- 
лати цей антагонізм. 

Якщо на Луганщині та в інших південно- 
східних областях влада барикадує адміністративні 
будівлі, готуючись до відбиття «бандерівців», то на 
Львівщині у соціальних мережах і в ЗМІ поширю- 
ють повідомлення про те, що нібито в маршрутних 
таксі Львова їздять «тітушки», які провокують бійки. 

Як зазначають експерти, одним з наслідків 
політичної кризи стала посилена демонізація 
мешканців різних регіонів, зокрема - Галичи- 
ни й Донбасу - в очах одне одного. На думку 
політтехнолога Тараса Березовця, це одна з ознак 
інформаційної війни, мета якої - розкол України. 

«Іде навмисне нагнітання протистояння. Од- 
ним нашим громадянам розповідають про страш- 
них «бандерівців», які чинять насильство по 
відношенню до російськомовних. А з іншого 
боку - намагаються представити «східняків» 
відсталими «совками», - зазначає він. 

Одним із прийомів цієї інформаційної війни 
є спроба представити київський Майдан як 


західноукраїнське явище. 

«Однак чимало активних громадян приїхали 
на Майдан зі східних регіонів. Наприклад, один із 
героїв Майдану - загиблий Сергій Нігоян - був із 
Дніпропетровщини», - зазначає Тарас Березовець. 

За словами експерта, найбільша проблема в 
тому, що влада в Україні ніколи не намагалася 
нівелювати цей антагонізм, а навпаки використо- 
вувала ці стереотипи у своїх інтересах. Натомість 
вчений-соціолог Євген Головаха вважає, що в 
Україні ані влада, ані опозиція не робили се- 
рйозних кроків для подолання регіональних 
розбіжностей. А натомість залюбки спекулюють 
на цих стереотипах. 

«Нажаль, у наших політиків слабо розви- 
нута культура не лише консенсусу, а й навіть 
компромісу. У нас дуже посилена - це йде ще з ра- 
дянських часів - конфронтаційна культура: свій- 
чужий, білий-чорний. «Східняка» зображають як 
людину, якій, крім пляшки горілки, нічого не тре- 
ба. А «західняк» виліз зі схрону - і хоче накину- 
ти свою бандерівську ідеологію. Оце чорно-біле 
сприйняття. В реальному житті такого нема, але 
воно у нас посилюється!», - каже вчений-соціолог. 

На думку Головахи, у східних областях, де 
Віктор Янукович має електоральну підтримку, 
протест проти дій влади багато хто сприймає як 
особистий виклик чи загрозу. За таких умов про- 
довження політичної кризи лише поглиблюватиме 
антагонізм між Сходом і Заходом. 
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Canadian embassy 
staffer’s car torched 


By Mark Mackinnon, 
The Globe and Mail, Feb. 1, 2014 

A car belonging to a staff member of the Canadian 
Embassy in Ukraine was set ablaze Friday (Jan. 31) in 
what appeared to be retribution for her attendance at 
anti-government rallies in Kyiv. 

“An arson attack on the car of locally engaged staff 
was reported to police and to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. The MFA undertook to ensure a full investi- 
gation,” said Rick Roth, director of communications 
for Foreign Minister John Baird. 

The attack came six days after Prime Minister Ste- 
phen Harper announced that Canada would deny visas 
to unnamed top Ukrainian officials in response to es- 
calating violence against protesters. 

A photo widely shared on Twitter showed a woman, 
identified as Inna Tsarkova - а political and economic 
affairs officer at the Canadian Embassy in Kyiv — 
pulling at the door of a red, four-door hatchback while 
a small fire blazed inside the car. 

In a Facebook exchange, the 49-year-old Tsarkova 
confirmed that it was her car that had been attacked. 
She said the incident was “not accidental. [It was] 
well directed.” 

A source said that Ukrainian police were “un- 
supportive” in dealing with the case, and that officials 
had suggested Tsarkova had been targeted because of 
her participation in protests against President Viktor 
Yanukovych. 

The website for Zik, a pro-opposition television 
channel, said Tsarkova’s car was one of eight lit on 
fire Friday night, all of them belonging to opposition 
supporters. “Car arson attacks are done by govern- 
ment-hired goons who operate with the connivance of 
the police,” the report claimed. 

The Kyiv-born Tsarkova had made no secret of her 
political beliefs: the main image on her Facebook 


page is a merging of the words “Ukraine” and “Eur- 
ope” so the “EU” in the middle is highlighted. The 
anti-government protests began on Novy. 21, after 
Yanukovych spurned a trade deal with the European 
Union in favour of closer ties with Russia. 

The 49-year-old Tsarkova is also a member of Auto- 
maidan, a group of motorists that organized mobile 
protests around Kyiv. According to media reports, she 
was convicted in December of participating in a car 
rally outside a residence belonging to Yanukovych, 
and had her driver’s license revoked for six months. 
She did not respond to questions about the case on 
Saturday, but is believed to be appealing. 

Tsarkova defended her decision to join the protests 
against Yanukovych’s government. “I don’t want my 
daughter, and others like her, to suddenly find them- 
selves in prison under the ’protection’ of a big and an 
absolutely dominant and aggressive brother.” 

Tsarkova also belongs to a Facebook group call- 
ing for former prime minister Yulia Tymoshenko to 
be freed from jail. Tymoshenko has been in jail since 


2011, when she was convicted of embezzlement and | 


abuse of power on charges that many Ukrainians be- 
lieve were politically motivated. 


“Like all Ukrainian citizens, local Embassy staff | 
have a right to engage in legal expression of their | 


views,” Roth said in an e-mail. “The government of 
Ukraine needs to listen to the Ukrainian people and to 
urgently work with the opposition to find a peaceful 
solution to this crisis. This is the only way to stop the 


violence and put Ukraine back on the path to freedom, | 


democracy, respect for human rights and the rule of 
law.” 

Canada has strongly sided with the protesters 
throughout the showdown on the streets. Harper 
warned recently that Ukraine was sliding back towards 
its “anti-democratic Soviet past” under Yanukovych. 


Rada fails to agree on presidential powers 


Cont. from Р. 1 


careers, and instead join efforts to work out the strat- 
egy of getting out of the current situation,” he said. 

But Yefremoy also said Yanukovych had already 
made concessions by accepting the previous week 
the government’s resignation, as well as agreeing to 
rescind controversial anti-protest legislation and to a 
conditional amnesty for detained protesters. The op- 
position has dismissed the moves as insufficient. 

Уеїгетоу dismissed reports that Yanukovych may 
call early presidential and parliamentary elections as 
a way out of the crisis. 

A Yanukovyych parliamentary ally also backed off 
his earlier comments that Yanukovych may call early 
elections if a peaceful resolution to the crisis cannot 
be found. Yuriy Miroshnychenko said on February 4 
that “the issue of holding early elections is currently 
not on the agenda.” 

In Brussels on February 4, Maja Kocijancic, a 
spokeswoman for EU foreign-policy chief Catherine 
Ashton, commented on the possibility of early elec- 
tions in Ukraine. 

“What we have been saying very consistently is 
that we need to see a political solution, and, of course, 
there are clear elements that this solution needs to 
contain,” Kocijancic said. “We talked about elections 
that need to be free and fair, but for when they take 
place, this is something for the Ukrainians to decide.” 

Yanukovych on February 3 said Ukraine had to 


“say no to the extremism, radicalism, and incitement 
to hatred in society, behind which lies a struggle for 
power.” 

In other news, the commander of Ukraine’s Interior 
Ministry troops has urged his subordinates not to al- 
low the opposition to influence them. 

In a statement on the Interior Ministry’s website on 
February 4, General Stanislav Shulyak said that in or- 
der to make police and security forces change sides 
in the more-than-two-month political standoff, the 
opposition had threatened police, and tried to- bribe 
or influence them through making police and Interior 
Ministry troops’ personal data public. 


Meanwhile, European Commission President Jose | 


Manuel Barroso confirmed Brussels was considering 
options on how to provide financial aid to Ukraine 
once it solves its political troubles. 

Barroso also said that the EU would not enter a 
“bidding competition of who pays more for a signa- 
ture from Ukraine.” 

Moscow offered Kyiv a $15 billion aid package 
after Yanukovych walked away from the EU deal. 
Russia has lent Ukraine $3 billion so far but says it 
will wait on whether to disburse a further $2 billion 
until Yanukovych appoints a new prime minister. 

Russia on February 3 urged Ukrainian opposition 
leaders “to avoid threats and ultimatums” and join a 
dialogue with the government to find a way out of the 
crisis. 


Yanukovych says he supports constitutional reform 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych 


.. has told a visiting U.S. envoy that he is open to talks 


with the opposition and is in favor of constitutional re- 
form — one of the key demands of the pro-EU protests. 

But Yanukovych reportedly told U.S. Assistant Sec- 
retary of State Victoria Nuland that amending the con- 
stitution must follow legal steps. 

The president’s website said such steps would in- 
volve the Constitutional Court and further hearings in 
parliament. 

Yanukovych was quoted as saying that “It is only 
through dialogue and compromise that we can carry 
the country out of this political crisis.” 

The website said Yanukovych also told Nuland 
he backed moves to speed up the process of releas- 
ing activists detained in the civil unrest. Yanukovych 
has supported a law that offers amnesty for detainees 


only on condition that occupied public buildings are 
cleared of protesters. ; 

Yanukovych later left Ukraine to atf€iia the Winter 
Olympic Games in Sochi, Russia. 

Nuland earlier on February 6 met with Ukrainian 
opposition leaders in a bid to end the standoff between 
the government and antigovernment protesters. 

Nuland — who was on a two-day visit to Ukraine 
— held talks with Vitali Klitschko, Arseniy Yat- 
senyuk, and Oleh Tyahnybok. 

The talks came as some 2,000 thousand protesters 
marched to the parliament to demand that legislators 
amend the constitution. Marchers were carrying a 
banner reading, “We are tired of waiting.” 

However, the parliament failed again to pass con- 
stitutional amendments that would curb presidential 
powers. 


Next issue in 3 weeks 


The next issue of Ukrainian News will 
appear in three weeks as the staff take a 


one week holiday from February 9 — 17. 
This year we only had a three-week break 
during the Christmas season instead of the 
usual four week in order to allow for a break 
in February. 
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The time to escalate is now 


When Citizenship and Immigration Minister Chris Alexander 
and Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird announced Canada’s travel 
restrictions on key individuals in Ukraine who are responsible for the 
continued abuse of human rights, and the violence against peaceful 
protestors, they were quick to point out that other measures, including 
financial sanctions against Ukraine’s ruling elite may be forthcoming. 

“Tt’s essential that we maintain the capacity to escalate our pressure 
and that’s exactly what we are doing,” explained Baird during a 
teleconference with representatives of the Ukrainian Canadian media, 
Jan. 28 ; 

Well the time to escalate is now. 

While financial sanctions imposed by Canada are not going to have 
any real effect since Ukraine’s oligarchs don’t have many financial 
assets in Canada, imposing them will nevertheless send a very important 
symbolic message to the European Union = which is where they do stash 
their cash. 

And the response of the European Union to the current crisis in Ukraine 
has been pathetically and shamefully weak. Led by Germany which has 
abandoned any sense of principle for the sake of Russian gas, the EU 
stubbornly refuses to impose any sanctions upon Ukraine’s criminal 
leaders despite the fact such sanctions could actually help defuse a 
particularly volatile situation which could lead to even more bloodshed. 

While Germany’s slavish obedience to the whims of Russian dictator 
Vladimir Putin is legendary, what is surprising is the equally timid 
response of the United Kingdom — a country with a proud history of 
demonstrating moral backbone when called for. When asked to explain 
this at a Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies symposium, Jan. 30, 
a trio of British academics could only speculate that Britain had many 
mutual political interests with Germany and was therefore following that 
country’s lead, (or, more accurately, the lack of it). 

But Britain could play a crucial role in this crisis. So much Ukrainian 
and Russian oligarch cash has been stashed and property bought in that 
country that its capital is now referred to in such disparaging terms as 
“Londongrad” and “Moscow on the Thames”. 

The largest of these properties is the 200 million pound (that’s $365 
million in Canadian money) mansion of Rinat Akhmetov, Ukraine’s 
richest man and key supporter of the Party of Regions (PRU). 

Akhmetov has voiced concern with the continuing violence in Ukraine 
and could play a key role in finding a peaceful solution. Such a solution 
can only be accomplished if enough PRU members decide break out 
of Yanukovuch’s steely grip, give him a one-way ticket to Moscow, 
join in a provisional government with the opposition which would then 
bring back the 2004 constitution which limited presidential powers and 
call new elections for both president and parliament, which would be 
conducted in a fair and honest manner. 

But as the vote on constitutional changes in the Verkhovna Rada on 
Feb. 4 demonstrated, not enough PRU deputies are ready to bolt at this 
time. 

Now suppose the United Kingdom was to threaten Akhmetoy with 
the confiscation of his property and assets in London? Would that not 
prompt him to break with Yanukovych and take enough deputies with 
him to forge a coalition with the opposition? You bet it would. 

And Canada, being a fellow Commonwealth country which shares the 
same Head of State with the United Kingdom could play a crucial role in 
getting the UK on board to take such action. 

The UK and the rest of the European Union have a moral duty to 
impose sanctions rigid enough to force Ukraine’s oligarchs into a 

compromise with the opposition. 

And Canada has a moral duty to lead by example. 
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Could sanctions and 
mediation save Ukraine? 


By Taras Kuzio, 
Global Observatory, February 06, 2014 

With the political crisis in Ukraine, the European 
Union (EU) is facing the biggest security challenge 
to its borders since the 1990s, when the former Yugo- 
slavia broke apart with a series of brutal wars. Yet sur- 
prisingly, the EU has been slow to react, and many 
EU members continue to remain passive, preferring 
to follow behind the United States in fashioning their 
policy. But how the EU responds to this crisis is critic- 
al to a peaceful resolution. 

Ukraine has experienced acute crises every decade 
since 1994, usually around presidential elections, and 
in 1994 and 2004, the country was heavily divided 
between candidates supported by eastern and western 
Ukrainians. In 2004, Europe looked very different; 
the EU and NATO had undertaken the biggest expan- 
sions in their histories. Ukraine was different, too; its 
economy was growing by 12 per cent, and the Orange 
Revolution (sparked by election fraud) was free of 
violence despite seventeen days of mass protests. In 
that instance, the EU stepped in as a mediator, and 
Ukraine’s ruling elites and opposition supported a ne- 
gotiated compromise. 

How times have changed. And now, Ukraine’s cur- 
rent crisis is deeper, and more bitter, for six reasons. 

First is the cause. The current crisis was sparked 
by the government’s decision in late November 2013 
to turn away from signing an Association Agree- 
ment with the EU that Ukraine had been negotiating 
since 2008. The crises in 1994 and 2004 took place 
around elections, whereas elections were still eighteen 
months away when the current crisis began. 

Second, although turning away from Europe was the 
spark, there are at least three other underlying factors 
that make this crisis more bitter, and which have led 
to violence: democratic regression; attacks on Ukrain- 
ian national identity and the Ukrainian language; 
and rapacious corruption that has led to depictions 
of Ukraine as a “mafia state.” These factors brought 
together a broad coalition of students, civic NGOs and 
activists, middle class businesspersons, democratic 
opposition leaders, and nationalists, which produced 
a combustible mix and a powerful coalition. 

With the passing of the Ukrainian anti-protest laws 
on Black Thursday (January 16, 2014) — essentially 
destroying Ukraine’s democracy — a second spark 
was ignited, and the crisis turned violent. During the 
Orange Revolution, not a single incident of violence 
took place, whereas in the current crisis, there are 
seven dead, 2,000 protesters wounded, 136 journal- 
ists and 20 volunteer medical workers attacked, 30 
protesters kidnapped — with only a few found after 
being tortured — and 120 people detained. Amnesty 
International described the torture and crucifixion of 
Automobile-Maydan leader Dmytro Bulatov “a bar- 
baric act” (he is undergoing treatment in Lithuania). 
None of these acts of violence have been investigated; 
instead, the authorities have resorted to excuses and 
lies. Before the recent violence, the use of firearms 
against protesters had not taken place since the Soviet 
era, and yet President Viktor Yanukovych refuses to re- 
place Police Chief Vitaliy Zakharchenko for such acts. 

Third, the incompetent and corrupt policies of the 
government headed by Party of Regions leader Niko- 
lai Azarov brought the country to bankruptcy by the 
end of last year. Foreign assistance to stave off this 
calamity was imperative and could only come from 
China, the EU and International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), or Russia. President Yanukovych opted for 
Russian aid because there were fewer strings attached, 
and this path was most conducive to his re-election in 


March 2015. 

Or, so he thought. Yanukovych’s chances for re-elec- 
tion are now impossible, most importantly because, in 
exercising a monopoly of power under a presidential 
system, he holds responsibility for the violence and 
therefore has blood on his hands in the eyes of Ukrain- 
ian voters. 

Fourth, in 1994 and 2004, eastern and western 
Ukrainian candidates competed against each other 
and thus deepened regional divisions, whereas today, 
the fault line is between the Ukrainian people and a 
kleptocratic and violent regime. Protests have spread 
to the majority of Ukraine’s regions, including the 
heartland of Yanukovych’s support base in Russo- 
phone eastern-southern Ukraine. The president has 
lost control of half the country and has been only able 
to maintain control in his home base by virtue of the 
police working alongside sportsmen-skinhead vigi- 
lantes. Videos on YouTube provide damning evidence 
of detained vigilantes in Kyiv who had been given 
narcotics, metal pipes, and explosives, and in the Dni- 
propetrovsk governor’s office where they were given 
baseball bats before being unleashed on protesters. 

Fifth, the international environment is very different 
from 2004, with the US and EU now preoccupied with 
internal problems and distracted by strategic priorities 
in the Middle East and Iran. Not only is the EU less 
keen to become a mediator (as it was in 2004), but the 
more autocratic and thuggish Ukrainian ruling elites 
are less willing to seek compromise. In 2004, outgoing 
President Leonid Kuchma was leaving office after two 
terms and had little to fear; in contrast, Yanukovych 
and “The Family,” as his clan from his home region in 
Donetsk have been dubbed, have always been afraid to 
cede power, and are even more so today. 

Finally, Russian President Vladimir Putin is in a 
more aggressive mood than he was in 2004. Putin 
seeks revenge for his personal humiliation in the Or- 
ange Revolution when his candidate (Yanukovych) 
was defeated. He — like most Russians — does not 
view Ukraine as a sovereign country, and, in his mind, 
the protests are setting a bad example that could lead to 
the toppling of other Eurasian autocrats. He also sees 
Ukzaine as key to the building of his Eurasian Union 
(just as Ukraine’s secession from the USSR in August 
1991 was key to the disintegration of the USSR). Rus- 
sia will use its three pressure points of the separatist 
card in the Crimea and Donetsk, which would be far 
more of a threat to European security than the 2008 
Georgian-Russian war; energy cut offs (as in 2006 and 
2009); and trade boycott. 

Ukraine’s crisis will not be resolved by Ukrain- 
ians acting alone, and a peaceful resolution can only 
be brought about by international mediation. Canada 
could act as an honest broker in league with the Or- 
ganization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE), while the EU and US are beginning to de- 
velop an assistance package for a post-Yanukovych 
administration. Targeted sanctions and visa blacklists 
for Ukrainian officials and oligarchs are imperative 
to send a signal that murder and torture are not toler- 
ated in Europe as well as to facilitate pressure from 
oligarchs upon the authorities to seek a peaceful out- 
come. The US and Canada have led the way in these 
sanctions; it is now time for the EU to follow suit. 

Taras Kuzio is a Toronto-based Research Associ- 
ate at the Centre for Political and Regional Studies, 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, University 
of Alberta and Non-Resident Fellow at the Centre for 
Transatlantic Relations, School of Advanced Inter- 
national Relations, Johns Hopkins University, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 


Protesters rally on Parliament Hill for sanctions 


(CTV News)—Protesters gathered on Parliament 
Hill Jan. 29 to call for sanctions against the Ukrainian 
government, following an announcement from Ottawa 
that select government officials from that country are 
now barred from entering Canada. 

The rally started at 12 p.m., with the protesters slated 
to march to the Ukrainian Embassy. 

Rally organizer Anna Dombrovska told CTV News 
Channel that members of the Ukrainian community 
from Ottawa, Toronto and Montreal were attending 
the rally. 

“We were very grateful to the Canadian government 
that they already started imposing direct sanctions and 


banning visas (for Ukrainian government officials),” she 
said. “We would like to get a hold of that momentum.” 

She added that Ukrainian Canadians now want Ot- 
tawa to impose harsher sanctions, including freezing 
assets and granting political asylum to Ukrainians in 
danger. 

Dombrovska said that despite the growing crisis in 
Kyiv, Ukrainian Canadians remain hopeful. 

“Of course we have to be optimistic, otherwise 
there’s no sense to fight. But we think this fight is not 
going to be very easy,” she said. “Some compromise 
has been achieved, but we think it’s not enough and we 
envision a big struggle in front of us.” 
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Prayers on Hrusheysky Street 


Canadian bishops pray for Ukraine 


January 24, 2014 

His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk 

Archbishop of Kiev-Halych, Ukraine 

Major Archbishop of the 

Uktainian Greek Catholic Church 

His Grace Lawrence Huculak, O.S.B.M. 
Uksainian Catholic Archbishop of Winnipeg 
Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in Canada 
Your Beatitude Sviatoslav, Your Grace Lawrence, 

The entire world is watching Ukraine in hope and 
trembling, solidarity and prayer. Over the past weeks, 
we have seen news stories and read reports of the ef- 
forts of the people of Ukraine to manifest their dignity 
and freedom, protect their human rights, and ensure 
just and peaceful relations with both West and East, 
while retaining their inherent responsibility to be the 
makers of their own destiny. 

Canadian hearts are close to the people of Ukraine. 
Our two countries share much in common — the immi- 
gration of several hundred thousand Ukrainians to our 
nation over the years; the commingling of Ukrainian 
heritage and traditions — Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant 
and Jewish — as part of our own national soul and iden- 
tity; the presence of Ukrainian Catholics as the largest 
Eastern Catholic Church in our country; the exchanges 
_ between our Conference and your Synod of Bishops. 

The current crisis in Ukraine makes us particularly at- 
tentive to the pertinence of the words of Pope Francis 
earlier this month to the diplomatic corps accredited to 
the Holy See. “Everywhere, the way to resolve open 
questions,” he said, “must be that of diplomacy and dia- 
logue... ‘the moral force of law’... over the “material 


force of arms’... [with] courage ‘to go beyond the sur- 
face of the conflict’ and to consider others in their deepest 
dignity, so that unity will prevail over conflict and it will 
be ‘possible to build communion amid disagreement’.” 

On behalf of all the Eastern and Latin Bishops of Can- 
ada, I ask you to assure the people of Ukraine that Can- 
adian Catholics and their Bishops are united with you in 
prayer and solidarity. We plead for the guarantee of all 
rights and liberties in Ukraine, particularly the right to 
life and dignity, freedom of conscience and religion, and 
liberty of expression and self-government. We urge both 
police and demonstrators there to remain peaceful and 
avoid bloodshed. We are in solidarity with your priests 
and deacons who at great personal risk accompany the 
demonstrators through prayer and pastoral care. We ask 
our own political leaders to continue prevailing upon 
Ukrainian authorities to find constructive and just solu- 
tions to the present crisis, and to ensure a democratic 
process that respects the rule of law and protects minor- 
ities and all citizens. 

Let us ask Mary, who bore and protected the Light of 
the World, to intercede for us with her Son, the Prince 
of Peace. May we all be united with our Ukrainian 
Canadian martyrs, Blessed Bishop Nikita Budka and 
Blessed Basil Velychkovsky, both of whom suffered 
and died as a result of government repression, in pray- 
ing for Ukraine in this its latest chapter of a long and 
painful struggle for freedom and democracy. 

United with you in prayer and solidarity, 
+Paul-André Durocher 

Archbishop of Gatineau 

President, Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops 


Euromaidan momentum unstoppable 


By Lubomyr Luciuk 

It’s -10° С today in Kingston but it feels like -21° С. 

In Kyiv, Ukraine’s capital, it’s -12° С but feels more 
like -20° C. 

I’m writing from the comfort of my study. My good 
friends in the Euromaidan aren’t anywhere near as 
snug. Yet they endure, not only cold, but brutality. For 
them Ukraine always was, is, and shall forever be, a 
European nation. 

This is not simply a question of geopolitics. It’s cul- 
tural. Most Ukrainians want to live like other Euro- 
peans, in a society where civil liberties and human 
rights are respected, where democracy and the rule of 
law prevail. They have had enough of the corruption 
and nepotism of Viktor Yanukovych’s regime. 

Overwhelmingly, in 1991, they voted for Ukraine’s in- 
dependence. And, in 2004, they came out in the millions 
for the “Orange Revolution,’ protesting a fraudulent 
election, hoping democracy would take root in Ukraine. 
Their leaders betrayed them, proving to be only some- 
what less debased, but certainly no less venal, than the 
man they removed, Viktor Yanukovych. 

He returned in 2010. Since then Yanukovych and 
‘the Family’ surrounding him have battened off the 
riches of the land — today Olexander, the president’s 
eldest son, is a multimillionaire, the “king of coal,” 
a remarkable achievement for a 40 year old dentist. 
Think of this as the “Golden Calf’ stage in modern 
Ukrainian history. It won’t last much longer. 

Indeed what we are witnessing now is the first step 
in Ukraine’s painful return to Europe. Colour this 
stage a cowardly yellow for President Yanukovych 
is increasingly nervous about the masses occupying 
Ukraine’s public spaces. Since fear is a poor counsel- 
lor the Kremlin’s man in Kyiv has deployed thugs and 
snipers to do his dirty work, beating journalists and 
murdering protestors. 

It hasn’t worked. Watch the YouTube video of 
Mikhailo Zhyznevsky’s casket being carried through 
the Euromaidan. Yanukovych’s hired hands shot him 

off the barricades. Yet the nation was not cowed. The 


crowds stand firm, shouting “Heroes Never Die!” 
There will be more heroes before this all ends. 

My students have often asked why Ukraine is tak- 
ing “so long” to return to Europe. For me an answer, 
and solace too, can be found in the Good Book. Read- 
ing Exodus one learns how Moses led his people out of 
Egyptian bondage, into the desert, where they wandered 
for 40 years before reaching the promised land of “milk 
and honey.’ No one who began that odyssey made it, not 
even Moses, who only looked down from a mountain top 
to see that his people had arrived — even as all those born 
and raised in captivity, and burdened with the doubting, 
fearful, and indecisive mentality of slaves — proved in- 
capable of doing so. I fear Ukrainians will yet wander 
in an anarchical wilderness for another decade, perhaps 
longer, and may even be tested in the holocaust of a real 
revolution before they return to Europe. They will get 
there, eventually. Of that I have no doubt. But I do wish 
Ukraine had its own Moses, now. 

As for my colleagues in the Euromaidan, it’s evident 
they represent a new generation, men and women not 
reared as Soviet vassals. Being European is the only 
norm they aspire to. They have no intention of wearing 
the yoke of subservience. They leave that for Yanuko- 
vych and his ilk. 

When they began their demonstrations, in late Nov- 
ember 2013, Kyiv’s protestors were shouting “Out 
With the Bandits!” Now they are calling for “Revo- 
lution!” Their movement has spread far beyond 
Kyiv’s Euromaidan. Uprisings are taking place across 
Ukraine. To understand what is coming next recall a 
nursery rhyme from your childhood. Remember how 
‘Humpty Dumpty’ had a great fall? The next line is 
“and all the King’s horses and all the King’s men 
couldn’t put Humpty back together again.” That’s 
what’s happening in Ukraine today. Viktor has fallen. 
He’s cracked. 

What my friends in the Euromaidan have sparked is 
unstoppable. I say “Godspeed” to them. 

Lubomyr Luciuk is a professor of political geography 
at the Royal Military College of Canada. 
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Canada imposes visa restrictions 


Cont. from P. 3 


“Condemns the draconian law 
that was adopted in Ukraine on 
January 17, 2014 that severely lim- 
its the right of Ukrainians to peace- 
fully organize, assemble or protest; 

“Recognizes that such a law 
undermines freedom and democ- 
racy in Ukraine; 

“Condemns the Ukrainian goy- 
erment’s use of violence and 
threats of legal action against the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
for helping peaceful protesters; 

Expresses condolences to the 
friends and families of those who 
lost their lives at the hands of the 
Ukzainian security forces on Janu- 
ary 21, 2014; 

“Calls upon the Ukrainian gov- 
ernment to bring those responsible 
for these acts of violence and re- 
pression to justice; 

“Continues to call for Ukrainian 
security forces and government to 
refrain from the use of violence 
and respect the people of Ukraine’s 
right of peaceful protest; 

“Urges the Government of Can- 
ada, in collaboration with like- 
minded nations, to consider all 
options, including sanctions, to 
ensure that the democratic space in 
Ukraine is protected; 

“And that this House stands 
united with the Ukrainian people, 
who believe in freedom, democ- 
racy, human rights and the rule of 
law.” 

Prior to the debate, the UCC 
issued a briefing document with 
several recommendations as to 
how Canada can make a difference, 
including: 


* Prime Minister Harper directly 
call President Yanukovych de- 
manding that he bring an end to the 
state-sanctioned killings, violence, 
reprisals and intimidation; 

° Offer to serve as a mediator to 
bring a peaceful resolution to this 
conflict. Canada is widely respect- 
ed in Ukraine and in the region, 
having been the first western coun- 
try to recognize Ukraine’s indepen- 
dence; 

- Sanctions — imposition of visa 
restrictions, travel bans, financial, 
criminal sanctions for those ге- 
sponsible for the murders and hu- 
man rights abuses in Ukraine; 

* Canadian Embassy to assist the 
International Red Cross to set up — 
a medical center. The riot police 
have destroyed the medical center 
on Independence Square and in- 
jured dozens of physicians, which 
has forced the injured protestors 
to go to hospitals where police are 
waiting to pick them up for interro- 
gation and detention; 

» Expedited Visa regime and asy- 
lum. Canada to grant political asy- 
lum for the vulnerable, including 
families of activists, individuals 
threatened and injured by the au- 
thorities; і 

- Medical treatment in Canada 
for seriously injured activists and 
journalists. 

¢ Canada to send independent 
observers to Ukraine to witness, 
document and report on: court 
proceedings against protesters; the 
work of provocateurs who are paid 
to incite violence; and to monitor 
the injured who arrive in hospitals 
and clinics. 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


THE WORK OF COWARDS 


News reports last month told of Spozhmai, a 10-year-old Afghan 
girl who had been strapped into a suicide vest by her Taliban com- 
mander brother and ordered to blow herself up at a police checkpoint, 
but then had second thoughts about following through. 

While they denied involvement, the Taliban has a history of re- 
cruiting children as young as eight to commit such acts — which truly 
speaks to their subhuman barbarity. To the Taliban babies and children 
are mere cannon fodder. 

The use of children as instruments of revenge is despicable, the 
work of those too cowardly to fight their own battles. In Canada we 
have the much documented case of Omar Khadr, who is serving time 
in Edmonton after years of detention at the US-run prison in Guanta- 
namo Bay, Cuba. According to Article 38 of the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child, Khadr and others can be recruited at the age 
of 15, and indeed may volunteer even younger. Omar Khadr killed 
an American soldier and subsequently pleaded guilty when charged 
of the crime. 

Certainly there is no doubt as to his being old enough to understand 
the right or wrong of his actions. If 10-year-old Spozhmai was able 
to choose not to blow herself up in a suicide attack at the behest of 
her brother and other family members, then should not Omar Khadr, 
who was almost 16 at the time of his 2002 arrest, have been able to 
make the same moral choice and not throw the grenade that killed 
American soldier Christopher Speer? 

Those who strapped the explosives to Spozhmai and sent her out 
to kill have no morality. The same is true for those family members 
who trained Omar Khadr to kill. Spozhmai made the right choice. 
Omar Khadr could have too, but did not. 

What do you think? 


EE 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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Ukrainian Buffet 
every Sunday 
4:30 - 8:30 pm 


Beautiful Jacuzzi rooms 

Fully Accessible rooms 

Fitness Centre 

No charge wireless high speed internet access 


зу, Edm конях б TSG 3 


Згори вниз: Коляда Arts of Life Студії на Альберта Авеню. Сидять: 
колядники Юлія Адамик, Лілія Суха та Іра Климків, a між ними - 
циганка Таня Цой, далі Оксана Горобець, господиня, з господарем 
Володею Грицівим, що стоїть поряд. Сидить справа наша Коза 
- Аня Лагода з циганкою - Маріанною Сех зліва від неї. Стоять: 
Киця - Міла Дмитренка, колядниця Леся Корпас, Звіздоноша 
Віктор Сухий, керівник Arts of Life Студії Наталя Гриців, Медвідь 
Едік Павленко, колядниця Таня Попович, Коровка Аня Чуясова та 
Вікторія Попович, колядниця. Фото Петра Гриціва. 

Барвисті кольори українських костюмів, дзвінкі Колядки i Щедрівки, 
розчервонілі від вітру і зимової прохолоди обличчя дівчат і хлопців, 
запальні танці на снігу - це був наш веселий, з любов'ю оформлений 
внесок у чудовий зимовий фестиваль Едмонтону, наш маленький 
вклад у справу відродження 118 авеню i перетворення її на центр 
мистецького та громадського ожиття столиці Альберти. 


Го-го-го Коза! 


Ukrainian New Year experience on the streets 
of 2014 Byzantine Deep Freeze Festival 


2 RoUrFes хкелиціє клпади 


SAMONTONCARAR Rid ata 


Альберта Авеню в нашому місті перетворилася 12 січня на 4 
блоки музики, скульптур із льоду та снігу, ковзанок, хокейного поля 
та святкового багаття, коло якого могли зігрітися всі бажаючі. Свої 
двері для гостей фестивалю відкрили The Carrot Community Arts 
Coffee House, Alberta Avenue Community Centre, Avenue Theatre, арт 
галереї Ta студії. Люди були всюди i на їх обличчях сіяли посмішки. 
Гарною несподіванкою були кінні упряжки, котрі перевозили по 
вулицях дорослих і дітей. 12 січня в програмі фестивалю прийняло 
участь багато українських мистецьких колективів - з гучномовців 
(| лунали пісні хорів та інструментальних ансамблів. Український 
оо СЯ oo | AyX кружляв у повітрі. Arts of Life Студія також була запрошена Ha 

о фестиваль. 

Як відомо, вечір напередодні Старого Нового року називається 
Маланчиним вечором і є традиційно одним з улюблених свят 
українців, в якому присутній звичай «водити Козу». I саме тому 
COMBINED ADULT AND YOUTH CHOIRS  amatopu Студії вирішили показати інтерпретацію цього зичаю Ha 

| Альберта Авеню. Звіздоноша високо ніс Різдвяну Зірку, під веселі 


“SATU RDAY. MARCH із. 2014 7:00. PM щедрівки двоє циганок вели Козу, а за ними всюди слідували 


. WEST END CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH, 10015 - 149 STREET Ведмідь, Киця, Коровка,Чорт та колядники Ha чолі з Господарем і 
oe Господинею.Вся Коляда побувала i Ha катку, i Ha льодяних гірках, і 

на возі запряженому кіньми. 
Коза танцювала з вікінгами, помагала подавати печене порося - 


Pavio HUNKA - INTERNATIONALLY RENOWNED BASS-BARITONE (ENGLAND) 
MAESTRO EAURENCE EWASHKO - CONDUCTOR САМІ 

ЗТЕЛЕНСОМА STRING QUARTET 

DR. IOACHIM SEGGER - PIANIST 


| Fickets: Adults 515 in advance Available at: ORBIT, 10219-97 Street 


520 at the door MEEST, 10834-97 Street « з» 
Students 510 Ukrainian Canadian Social Services, 11717-97 Street наша Коза походила всюди, бо "де коза ходить, там жито родить 
Children under 12 free from | Pe mcnien Executive members i в усьому щастить - співається в народі. Центральним моментом 


ритуального дійства був танець Кози, її "вмирання" і "воскресіння", 
що символізувало циклічний круговорот часу та прихід нового року. 
Підготувала Анна Лагода. 
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Shumka at 50 wraps up 


(Bottom Line Productions)}—Shu- й 
mka at 50 is a production high- 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 


lighting half a century of Shumka’s Appointment by referral 

dance tradition in a whirlwind of (ieee : 4 Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
colour, power and grace. Performed Й Nc lea \ Tel.: 403-640-1199 

by 40 talented dancers, Shumka ue 
at 50 is a breathtakingly powerful 
presentation celebrating the artis- 
tic evolution of traditional dance 
in Canada. Over the last five years, 
the production has toured across 
Canada and throughout China. With | 
tour stops in Western Canada in 
February and March of 2014, the 
Shumka at 50 tour will conclude 
with its 50th and final perform- 
ances. 

Under the direction of John Pich- 
lyk with choreography by Dave Ga- 
nert, Harvest Angels is a stunning 
display of energy and colour featur- 
ing four distinct regions of Ukraine. 
Set against the backdrop of a golden 
wheat field — the symbol of life that 
nourishes the body and the spirit —a 
flowing red ribbon connects the har- 
vest angels of these lands. Despite 
the geographical contrast between 
the regions, a profound sense of 
passion, pride and unity unfolds. 

Pathways to Hopak, a contempor- 
ary piece about a life worth living, 
is an emotional journey that guides 


Verkhovyna Ukrainian Song & Dance Ensemble Presents 


MY BIG FAT 


» Aninteractive dinner 
«. theatre where Canadian 
culture and Ukrainian 
tradition collide! 


Friday, February 28 
Cocktails-6PM Dinner - 7PM 
Adults - $45 
Youth - $30 
Table of 8 - $315 


Saturday, March 1 


Harvest Angel 


its travelers through life’s universal 
cycle. Commissioned by the Can- 
ada Dance Festival and premiered 
at the National Arts Centre in Ot- 
tawa in 2004, Pathways to Hopak 
explores the twists and turns of life 
that lead us to moments of celebra- 
tion. Culminating with Shumka’s 
Classic Hopak by John Pichlyk, 


Pathways to Hopak was conceived 
and directed by Gordon Gordey 
and choreographed by Kyiv Bal- 
let’s Viktor Lytvynov. 

Through comedy and dance, A 
Cobbler’s Gift tells the story of 
an aspiring young bootmaker who 
works diligently to craft a new 
pair of boots as a gift for a beauti- 


ful woman. Putting their best feet 
forward, the young boot maker, his 
fellow cobblers and happy custom- 
ers, round out their day in a roman- 
tic, kick-up-your-heels celebration. 
A Cobbler’s Gift was conceived by 
John Pichlyk, directed by Dave Ga- 
nert, and features choreography by 


Cont. on P. 11 


Cocktails- 6PM Dinner - 7PM 
Dance - 9PM 


<i Adults - $60 Youth - 545 


Dance Only - $25 
Table of 8 - $420 


Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex 9615 - 153 Ave 


For tickets contact 780-221-8726, pamelazilinski@hotmail.ca or visit verkhovyna.ca 


“Shumka is taking a pioneering role 
creating the first truly Canadian dance 
form.” - Edmonton Sun 


Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Tuesday, February 1 
Centennial Concert Hall 
www.ticketmaster.ca 


Medicine Hat, Alberta Regina, Saskatchewan , 

ay, February 15 Sunday, February 16 

Esplanade Arts & Heritage Centre Conexus Arts Centre 
www.esplanade.ca/shumka-at-50 www.conexusartscentre.ca 


Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 
Saturday, March 29 


Edmonton, Alberta 
Friday, March 217 
Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium TCU Place 
www.ticketmaster.ca www.tcutickets.ca 


Thunder Bay, Ontario 
February 21 
Thunder Bay commie мовані 
www.tbca.com 


> Shevchenko Government a, 


Foundation of Alberta ш 


— 


www.shumka.com i Edmonton GZ raiitiaion 


Дякую вам, Вікторе 
Федоровичу! 


Саме так, я дякую Віктору Федоровичу Януковичу. 

Дякую за те, що моя 13-річна донька, яка ще вчора не цікавилися 
нічим, окрім смартфонів та корейської поп-музики, сьогодні стежить 
за новинами, а в групах в соціальних мережах не обговорює макіяж, 
лахи і хлопців, а вступає в непримиренну боротьбу з тими, хто 
намагається нападати намайданівців. 

Дякую вам, Вікторе Федоровичу, за сусіда Петра, який ще вчора 
думав, куди поїхати на заробітки, щоб зробити євроремонт, купити 
дружині шубу, а дітям планшети 1 ноутбуки. Сьогодні він одягнув 
помаранчеву каску і став на барикаду пліч-о-пліч з таким же, як і 
він чоловіком Іваном-Романом-Василем-Михайлом, який вчора ще 
теж думав про те, як назбирати грошей і влітку відвести родину до 
Єгипту чи бодай Туреччини. 

Дякую вам, Вікторе Федоровичу, за студентів, яких ще вчора не 
цікавило нічого, окрім того, як скласти сесію, згодом отримати 
диплом ікудись «звалити». Сьогодні вони борються за своє майбутнє, 
щоб нікуди «не звалювати». 

Дякую вам, Вікторе Федоровичу, за українських лікарів, які ще 
вчора прийом хворого починали з того, у скільки йому обійдеться 
лікування. Сьогодні вони самовіддано бігають під кулями, рятуючи 
поранених, скалічених. Сьогодні вони готові приймати в інших 
областях, якнайдалі від Києва, майданівців, аби захистити їх від 
переслідувань. Сьогодні вони не чекають закінчення зміни, а готові 
без перепочинку працювати добами. 

Дякую вам, Вікторе Федоровичу, за батьків, які ще вчора думали 
тільки про те, як нагодувати свою дитину, одягнути і вивчити. 
Сьогодні вони думають, як зробити, щоби майбутнє їхньої дитини 
було кращим. З 

Дякую вам, Вікторе Федоровичу, за народ, який ще вчора називали 
«лінивим», «байдужим», «несвідомим», «непатріотичним», який 
ще вчора ділили на Схід і Захід. А сьогодні мій народ стоїть на 
барикадах, захищаючи свою свободу. Стоїть Петро з Тернополя 
поряд з Максимом з Полтави чи Володимиром із Дніпропетровська. 
Вони досі ніколи не бачили один одного, а сьогодні готові захистити 
друга, закривши його своїм тілом від кулі. 

Дякую за Олю, яка ще вчора ходила по подіуму, а на запитання, 
що для неї найважливіше у світі, відповідала: «Мир у всьому світі». 
Сьогодні вона цілодобово стоїть на Майдані, готуючи змореним 
чоловікам чай і канапки, і ніяка сила не змусить її покинути пост. 

Дякую за дідуся 1 бабусю, які віддають все, що відкладали 
роками, щоб бодай так допомогти тим, хто на холоді, недосипаючи 
1 недоїдаючи, ризикуючи життя боронять свою країну, яку хочуть 
загнати у рабство. 

Дякую вам, Вікторе Федоровичу, за вашу ненависть до власного 
народу, бо чим більше ви його ненавидите, тим більше це його 
об'єднує у боротьбі проти вас. 

Оксана Дудар, журналіст інтернет-видання «Новий погляд» 


Шевченко: Янукович 
здобув «піррову перемогу» 


(Радіо Свобода) -Президент України Віктор Янукович не досяг 
своєї мети після голосування у Верховній Раді за «закон про 
амністію». Про це у своєму блозі на «Українській правді» написав 
народний депутат від «Батьківщини» Андрій Шевченко. 

На його думку, Янукович мав на меті «відновити контроль над 
своєю фракцією, почати добровільне звільнення адміністративних 
приміщень 1 виглядати добре в очах Заходу». 

Жодного з цих завдань, переконаний депутат Шевченко, Янукович 
не виконав. Натомість «Майдан після цього дня став сильнішим», 
оскільки «ми побачили їхню розгубленість, побачили, що на 
їхньому боці у людей теж прокидається здоровий глузд та інстинкт 
самозбереження». 

29 січня пізно увечері Верховна Рада завершила позачергову 
сесію. Останнім рішенням парламент без обговорення ухвалив 
законопроект «про амністію» учасників останніх протистоянь в 
Україні авторства регіонала Юрія Мірошниченка. 

Сам Мірошниченко повідомляв, що його законопроект передбачає, 
що так звану «амністію» щодо учасників протистоянь застосують 
тільки через 15 діб після того, як демонстранти звільнять усі зайняті 
ними адміністративні будівлі. 

Опозиція заявляла, що вимагає звільнення від кримінальної 
відповідальності учасників протестів без жодних передумов. 


У Відні пікетували маєток 
родини Азарова 


(Радіо Свобода) -У Відні місцевий Автомайдан пікетував 2 
лютня маєток, який, за даними мітингувальників, належить родині 
колишнього прем'єр-міністра України Миколи Азарова. Після цього 
автомайданівці вирушили до посольства України в Австрії. 

Як повідомили Радіо Свобода учасники акції, в автопробігу взяли 
участь близько 35 авто. Мітингувальники — не лише українці, які 
живуть в Австрії, а й також екіпажі з Польщі, Словаччини й Італії. 

Раніше цього тижня деякі австрійські ЗМІ повідомили, нібито 
Микола Азаров після того, як президент прийняв його відставку з 
посади прем'єра, виїхав до Австрії. Опозиція вже звернулася в СБУ 
з проханням підтвердити або спростувати це повідомлення. 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, February 6 - 26, 6 - 26 лютого, 2014 


ФОТО -- МАЙКЛ БЕЛЛ 


Хор "Верховина" при Спілці української молоді (СУМ) 


Концерт коляд 
влаштований УМТА 


Великому Богові, Його Благословенному Різдву: 


Єдиний Боже України, Царю Великий, 
Чистий як ясна зоря. 

Твоє Різдво вшановуєм, Владарю, 
Співаючи гуртом - з нами вся земля. 


Концерт коляд, влаштований Українським Му- 
зичним Товариством Альберти (УМТА), який 
відбувся в неділю, 26-го січня 2014 р. в катедрі 
св. Йосафата в Едмонтоні, господарем якого була 
Українська Католицька Єпархія Едмонтону, вклю- 
чав велике число шанувальників музичного хоро- 
вого мистецтва, які, об'єднані народними ідеалами 
нашої культури - його мовою, спілкуванням та 
піснею, знайшли прекрасну нагоду полюбувати- 
ся майстерно виконаним, великим колективом 
співаків, чудові українські коляди. 

Присутніми на концерті були: Преосв. Владика 
Давид, УГКЦ, прот. Н. Равлюк, який заступав Вла- 
дику Іларіона, УПЦК, парох катедри св. Йосафа- 
та о. П. Бабей, парох катедри св. Івана о. Прот. С. 
Семотюк, з провінційного уряду Дженис Сарич, 
численна публіка. Прихід з концерту призначений 
на підтримку добродійного фонду "Міст Надія", 
які дають поміч сиротам в Україні. Назбирали при 
дверях $3,180.00. 

Ведуча програмою була Ксеня Мариняк, а дуже 
цікавий і змістовий текст програми написала Га- 
лина Котович. Програму розпочала голова Му- 
зичного Товариства Люба Бойко-Белл привітавши 
всіх присутніх та закликаючи до участи, разом 
з хором катедри св. Йосафата, відспівати нашу 
славну коляду "Бог Предвічний". 

В програмі концерту включені: хорові виступи, 
квартети, вокальні формації та "Вертеп" дітей 
при катедрі св. Йосафата. Велике признання нале- 
житься диригентам за високий рівень у виконанні 
їх вибрання творів. Це включали три роди коляд: 
стародавні дохристіянські, які мали теми госпо- 
дарсько хліборобські; другу групу коляд створи- 
ли перші христіяни - зливаючи нове з існуючим; 
третя група, т. зв. "Біблійні коляди"? з чисто 
релігійними темами. А у 20-ім і 21-ім століттях, 
коляди набирали політично-національні теми i 
далі відзеркалювали історію нашого народу (Г. 
Котович). 

Виступали: хор української католицької кате- 
дри св. Йосафата, диригент д-р Меланія Туржон; 


Український чоловічий хор, диригент, Орест Сол- . 


тикевич; дитячий хор української католицької 
катедри св. Йосафата, керівник Кася Антошко; 
збірний український православний хор, диригент 
Леся Чумер; жіночий квартет "Херувими"; хор 


"Верховина" при Спілці української молоді, 
диритент Орест Солтикевич; хор парафії св. Юрія 
Переможця, диригент Ірина Тарнавська; вокальна 
формація "Ре мінор"; український народний хор 
"Вітер?, диригент Леся Погорецька; вокальний ан- 
самбль "Аколада?, диригент Галина Лазурко; хор 
парафії св. Василія Великого, диригент Єлисавета 
Лісова-Андерсон; хор "Дніпро", диригент Ірина 
Шмігельська. 

Виконавці зуміли піснею долинути до публіки. 
Відчувалося підвищення рівня виконавської 
майстерності, гарне експресивне передання змісту 
пісень і чудові нові шиковні костюми. Приємно 
було завважити підсилення хорових колективів 
музичною молоддю. 

Як згадує в тексті програми I. Котович, ба- 
гато молодих композиторів завжди зацікавлені 
найновішими способами висловити  старинні 
коляди. Ми мали нагоду, крім любих і знайомих 
нам коляд, почути цікаві зображання нових об- 
робок, які додали різноманітности для виконавців 
і слухачів. 

Концерт закінчився словом подяки усім виконав- 
цям і учасникам концерту головою УМТА Любою 
Бойко-Белл. Отець парох Бабей також подякував 
усім виконавцям за прекрасний концерт. Безпереч- 
но, в цей тяжкий час для нас українців, думками 
ми зі сестрами i братами на "Майдані". З великим 
відчуттям Люба Белл прочитала щойно одержану 
молитву зі Львова: 

Спеціяльна молитва в дні напруженої ситуації 
в Україні: "Любий наш Боже, найсолодший Ісусе 
Христе, не дай злим силам, котрі нас так мучать, 
опанувати нашою країною. Благаємо Тебе, не до- 
пусти, щоб розпалилась громадянська війна, щоб 
убивали брат брата, батько сина. Не допусти, щоб 
у нашій країні панували цинізм і жорстокість. Го- 
споди наш любий, не допускай навали з боку будь- 
якої держави. Благає Тебе народ щирий і побожний, 
щоб Ти відігнав злі сили і зняв напруження у гро- 
мадян нашої країни, щоб вони керувались розумом, 
а не емоціями, щоб кожен зміг зробити правиль- 
ний вибір, бо від цього залежить майбутнє нашої 
України та відношення світу до неї. Любий наш 
Боже, хай у нашій країні вічно панує любов, добро- 
та, щирість, побожність. Не допусти, Боже, щоб 
тут панували фальш і лицемірство. У всьому хай 
виконується Твоя Свята воля, а не наша. Амінь." 

Тоді, ми всі, зі святою вірою, що Христос-Месія 
збереже рідну Україну від зла і даруватиме Їй щас- 
ливу долю, відспівали могутньо "Во Вифлеємі". 
Нехай наша молитва долине до Всевеликого Бога, 
якого ми вже поверх тисячоліття славимо. 

Ольга Логвиненко, членка УМТА 
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(UkrNews)—Parks Canada has pledged to make visitors 
to the Cave and Basin in Banff National Park more aware of 
the internment exhibit located there. 

During a field trip to Banff and Lake Louise, Jan. 25-26, 
members of the Edmonton Branch of the Ukrainian National 
Federation and its affiliate, the Ukrainian Women’s Organ- 
ization visited the internment museum, but were surprised 
at the lack of signage identifying the building, which was 
located behind the main centre and could easily have been 
mistaken for a washroom. 

However, UWO member Lesia Levytsky, who was present 
at its opening in September, was able to direct them. 

Upon returning to Edmonton, Ukrainian News contacted 
the media office of Parks Canada with an e-mailed question 
for officials asking them how they could improve awareness 
of the museum for visitors to the site. 

“Parks Canada has also noted the need for improved ways 
to find Canada’s First World War internment operations ex- 
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hibit,” stated the reply sent through Media Relations Officer 
Genevieve Patenaude. 

“Tn addition to the information currently on the Welcome 
Centre’s audio visual monitors, new signs have recently been 
installed at the Welcome Centre to make visitors aware of the 
internment exhibit and encourage them to include it in their 
visit itinerary. A sign for the internment exhibit’s hours of 
operation will soon be installed on the exhibit’s entrance doors 
and will complement the exhibit’s existing title sign - Enemy 
Alien’s, Prisoners of War: Canada’s First World War Intern- 
ment Operations, 1914-1920 . We are in the process of having 
new ways of finding signs fabricated that will then be installed 
to direct visitors to the internment exhibit and other points of 
interest in and around Cave and Basin National Historic Site. 

“The story of Canada’s First World War internment oper- 
ations is not well known. Parks Canada hopes that the ex- 
hibit will create awareness about this challenging time in 
Canada’s history,” concluded the reply. 


British academics slam EU’s inaction on Ukraine 


‘(UkrNews)—A trio of British-born academics slammed 
the European Union’s weak response to the current crisis 
in Ukraine during a symposium organized by the Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies at the University of Alberta, 
January 30 

Amanda Paul, Taras Kuzio and Bohdan Nahajlo also ap- 
peared at a community round table discussion co-sponsored 
by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Alberta Provincial 
Council at St. John’s Institute later that evening. 

Dr. Paul, Policy Analyst and Programme Executive, Euro- 
pean Policy Centre, Brussels, said Germany's refusal to 
consider sanctions against the individuals in Ukraine who 
are responsible for the abuse of human rights ”because they 
don’t see the situation as being serious enough to threaten 
their own interests in the region” was “extremely short- 
sighted”. 

"І agree that the EU needs to take much stronger meas- 
ures, the targeted sanctions and definitely the targeting of 
oligarchs, particularly in countries where you do have a lot 
of oligarch money, including my own country. Londongrad 
— there’s a lot of money there,” she added. 

Both Canada and the United States have used travel re- 
strictions and stated more sanctions may be forthcoming. 
They have also been urging the EU to take similar measures. 

Speaking with Ukrainian News after the symposium Dr. 
Paul said pressure from Canada’s top leadership on some of 
the member states of the EU with they have close relations 
should be forthcoming” 

During the symposium she also slammed the EU’s policy 
towards Russia as “frankly ridiculous” adding that three or 
four large-member states don’t want to rock the boat with 
Russia because of their dependence on energy supplies. 

Dr. Kuzio, Research Associate, Centre for Political and 
Regional Studies within CIUS, and Non-Resident Fellow, 
Johns Hopkins University sais the EU is “typically dragging 
its heels because of indecisiveness, poor leadership, div- 
isions among members and commercial interests. 

He also stated that he believes Yanukovych is finished 
“but will he be finished feet-first or head first?” 

“T think that the final end (to the current protests) will be 
that the opposition will come to power, but unfortunately 
it will be through bloodshed,” added Kuzio who urged the 
Ukrainian diaspora to raise funds for a monument to the 
heroes of Maidan. 

Nahajlo, an independent scholar and veteran Ukraine 
watcher, formerly a senior official for the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, said the debacle created 


Left to Right: Bohdan Nahajlo, Amanda Paul, Taras Kuzio 


with Ukraine’s decision to back out of an agreement with the 
EU showed the EU had no clear strategy towards Ukraine, 
while Russia had a tough policy for Ukraine and showed it 
was prepared to use political and economic muscle 

The EU has shown that it is not prepared to take on Russia 
and make this issue a source of confrontation. 

The calls Ukraine for sanctions against individuals from 
the resistance in Ukraine has put the EU in a quandary. 

“Its credibility is on the line, How far will it be prepared 
to go to uphold its principles and values in the defence of 
democracy?” 

Nahajlo noted that current unrest is the “most serious 
crisis since independence was achieved “ and unleashed “an 
unprecedented level of hatred” with the violence and tor- 
tures that have been inflicted. 

“We’ve reached a turning point plus. We are now in a very 
volatile revolutionary situation where the final outcome re- 
mains uncertain. But one can hazard to say that Ukraine will 
never be the same” 

Professor Oleksiy Haran of the Kyiv Mohyla Academy 
who was connected to the symposium via Skype said the 
situation right now is in a stalemate, but hopefully will lead 
to regime change. 

Right now s war is being waged by a criminal regime 
against the people of Ukraine. 

He said a possible compromise would involve a return 
to the constitution of 2004 which limited the powers of the 
presidency, a parliamentary partnership between some fac- 
tions of the Party of Regions and the opposition and new 
elections. 


11 


= 2 один ООН gu 
PHOTO —IVAN LYPOVYK 
Members of Edmonton's Ukrainian National Federation and Ukrainian Women’s Organization in front of the building housing the Cave and Basin Internment Exhibit in Banff 


Parks Canada vows to improve awareness of internment museum 


The visit to Lake Louise was organized by Ivan Lypovyk, 
while the side visits to the internment museum and the in- 
termnment monument at Castle Mountain near Banff was ar- 
ranged by Slava Yopyk, President of the Edmonton Branch 
of the Ukrainian Women’s Organization. 

Yopyk said she arranged those visits in order to make re- 
cent immigrants from Ukraine, who were on the trip, aware 
of this chapter of Canada’s history because many of them 
had now known about this earlier. 

Over 5,000 Ukrainians, who had immigrated to |Canada 
from the Austro-Hungarian Empire prior to World War I 
were interned as “enemy aliens” from 1914 — 1920, in 24 
camps across Canada — two of which were at Banff and 
Castle Mountain. They were used as slave labourers and thus 
helped develop Banff National Park. 

The Cave and Basin and Castle Mountain internment 
camps held up to 600 men who were unjustly interned as 
enemy aliens between July 14, 1915 and July 15, 1917. 


Shumka at 50 wraps up 


Cont. from P. 9 


Dave Ganert, John Pichlyk, Tasha Orysiuk, Viktor Lytvynov 
and Gordon Gordey. 

A dance and multi-media delight for the senses, The Eve of 
Kupalo — A Midsummer’s Night Masque combines beguil- 
ing movement, mesmerizing stagecraft, and bewitching film 
art, delving into the mystery of summer solstice rituals that 
have endured for centuries in Ukraine and throughout Euro- 
pean culture. Conceived and directed by Gordon Gordey 
and choreographed by Dave Ganert, The Eve of Kupalo is a 
flirtation with magic and mysticism rife with the symbolism 
and pageantry of Ukrainian folklore. 

Ukrainian dance companies the world over are defined by 
their Hopak and Shumka’s 50th Anniversary was the ideal 
occasion to introduce a new artistic milestone to the com- 
pany’s extraordinary journey. In a statement of pride and 
love, Ukrainian culture and community, the 50th Anniver- 
sary Hopak is a breathtakingly powerful new piece repre- 
senting the choreographic evolution of a traditional dance. 
Choreographed by Dave Ganert, this Hopak is a fresh ex- 
pression of the virtuosity in Ukrainian dance, intertwining 
contemporary lyricism with traditional steps. 

All works presented in Shumka at 50 feature stunning 
sets and costumes by Maria Levitska of Ukraine’s National 
Ballet and Opera; music composition, arrangement and or- 
chestration by Yuri Shevchenko and Andrij Shoost of Kyiv, 
Ukraine; and music recorded in Ukraine by the 60-piece 
Kyiv City Opera Orchestra. 

The final leg of the Shumka at 50 Tour is as follows: 

Medicine Hat, Alberta, Saturday, February 15, 2014, Es- 
planade Arts & Heritage Centre Tickets at www.esplanade. 
ca/shumka-at-50 

Regina, Saskatchewan, Sunday, February 16, 2014, 
Conexus Arts Centre, Tickets at www.conexusartscentre.ca 

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Tuesday, February 18, 2014, Centen- 
nial Concert Hall, Tickets at www.ticketmaster.ca 

Thunder Bay, Ontario, Friday, February 21, 2014, Thunder 
Bay Community Auditorium Tickets at www.tbca.com 

Edmonton, Alberta, Friday, March 21, 2014, Northern Al- 
berta Jubilee Auditorium, Tickets at www.ticketmaster.ca 

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Saturday, March 29, 2014, TCU 
Place, Tickets at www.tcutickets.ca 


й Bishop Pasichny 
passes away 


(UkrNews)—Bishop Cornelius 
John Pasichny, the eparch-emeritus 
of Toronto passed away on January 
30, reported the Religious Informa- 
tion Service of Ukraine 

His biography, posted on Face- 
book by Rey. Athanasius McVay, is 
as follows: 

Bishop Cornelius was born in 
the north end of Winnipeg on 27 
March 1927 to Stefan Pasichny and 
Anastasia Kruk, parishioners of St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Greek-Cath- 
olic Parish. He attended the parish 
School of St. Nicholas (today Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary) and was 
active in parish life especially as an 
altar boy. In September 1942 at the 


age of 15 he entered the novitiate of _ 


the Basilian Order in Mundare, Al- 
berta and, the following year, upon 
receiving his monastic tonsure, he 
assumed the religious name of Cor- 
nelius. His middle schooling (high 
school courses) took place at the 
Basilian Scholasticate in Mundare 
and Grimsby, Ontario from 1944 to 
1948. He studied philosophy at the 
Basilian House of Studies in Glen 
Cove, Long Island, and sacred theol- 
ogy at the Pontifical Gregorian Uni- 
versity in Rome. He professed sol- 
emn perpetual vows on 31 October 
1948 and was ordained to the priest- 
hood by Archbishop Ivan Buchko in 
Rome, at the Church of Sts. Sergius 
and Bacchus, Piazza Madonna dei 
Monti, on 5 July 1953, following 
which he continued higher studies, 
obtaining a Licentiate in Philosophy 
from the Gregorian University the 
following year. 

Returning to Canada in 1954 he 
continued to studies obtaining a 
Masters of Philosophy from St. 
Paul’s University, Ottawa in 1956. 
That year he was assigned to the 
Basilian House of Studies at the 


Mundare Monastery where he 


taught philosophy to the scholas- 
tics (students) and served as parish 
priest of the Krakow and Borschiv 
areas. From 1958 to 1959 he served 
as interim pastor of St. John the 
Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Ottawa. From 1959 to 1963 he 
was vicarius (assistant superior) of 
the Mundare Monastery where he 
taught Latin, Church Slavonic and 
Ukrainian history to the Basilian 
students. 

Father Cornelius was known for 
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+ Bishop Cornelius Pasichny 
(1927 — 2014) 


his love of the Ukrainian language 
and culture and music. He served 
various pastoral and administrative 
charges in the Canadian Basilian 
Province of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, such as provincial consultor 
and bursar, and editor of the Eng- 
lish-language periodical “Beacon.” 
From 1981 he served spiritual dir- 
ector at the newly-established Holy 
Spirit Ukrainian Catholic Semin- 
ary. After 43 years away from his 
native Winnipeg, in 1985 his su- 
periors assigned him to serve as 
parish priest of his home parish of 
St. Nicholas. 

In November 1995 Blessed John 
Paul II appointed him Eparch of 
Saskatoon and he was ordained 
to the episcopacy at St. Nicho- 
las Church on 17 January 1996 
by Metropolitan Michael Bzdel, 
CSsR, and Bishop Basil Filevych, 
eparch-emeritus of Saskatoon, and 
Bishop Severian Yakymyshyn, 
OSBM. Only three years later, in 
September 1998, he was trans- 
ferred to Toronto where he served 
as eparch until his retirement in 
May 2003. 

During his time as eparch and 
thereafter, Bishop Cornelius lived 
in the Basilian Monastery of St. 
Gregory of Nyssa in Weston (To- 
ronto), Ontario, where he con- 
tinued to pastorally assist the ep- 
archy and the Order and assisted in 
the editing of the Canadian Basil- 
ian’s Ukrainian-language publica- 
tion Svitlo. 


Communists want religious 
‘extremism’ to be punishable by law 


(RISU)—The Communist Party of Ukraine on the pages of the state 
newspaper Voice of Ukraine advocates the deliberalization of Ukrainian 


religious law. 


Among other, mainly political demands, the Communists offered their 
suggestions for Article 35 of the Constitution of Ukraine on the freedom 
of conscience and religion. In particular, the Communists propose 
to supplement it with the following: “Religious associations whose 
activities undermine the independence of Ukraine and the morality of 
the Ukrainian society, and who harm human health and pose a threat to 
human life are prohibited in the territory of Ukraine.” 

Member of the Presidium of the Communis. г «у and MP of Ukraine 
Oleksandr Holub noted that amendments to the Constitution are necessary 
for two reasons. First, he commented, “in the country at the moment 
there are dozens of ‘sects,’ which, frankly, preach totalitarian thinking 
and rather harmful moral positions concerning civil society.” Second, the 
"ТУ recorded how certain denominations, rather than to settle conflicts, 

_ inciting hatred toward members of other faiths, nationalities.” 

When asked whether there the Communist lawmakers were referring 
to the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church and the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of the Kyivan Patriarchate, Holub answered evasively. “The 
information on the Internet that is easily accessible allows people to 
make their own conclusions,” he said. 

The UGCC recently received a letter from the Ministry of Culture with 
the threat of suspending its activities because of unauthorized worship. 
Information later emerged that the Security Service of Ukraine, which 
initiated the official document, did not direct it only at this church. 
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St. Vladimir Ukrainian Catholic Parish, Edmonton, maintains old tradition of “Vertep” or Christmas play. 


St. Viadimir presents Vertep 


By Rosemarie Nahnybida, St. Vladimir UCWLC, 
What better way to ensure the preservation of 
beautiful Ukrainian Christmas traditions and koliadas 
associated with the Christmas season than by involving 
the youth? For almost 40 years, St. Vladimir’s Parish 
in Edmonton has been privileged to have the Vertep 
(Christmas story pageant in Ukrainian) accompanied 
by koliadas. The presentation of the Vertep is a 
Ukrainian tradition dating from the sixteenth century. 
Under the very capable direction of Pani Dobrodyka 
Lidia Nykyforuk, the spiritual, supportive mentorship 
of parish priest, Fr. Ivan Nykyforuk, and parent 
assistant, Ivanka Korcaba, an exceptionally well 
performed Vertep — involving parish children and 
youth — took place on January 5", Eve of Theophany 
(Gregorian calendar). Assisted by: the oratorical 
skills of Bohdan Nykolyuk, Maria Lepki, and visiting 


Dobrodyka Maria Sozanskyy, the dramatic talents 
of Bohdana Nykyforuk-Grytsiv, and accompanied 
on accordion by the musically talented Mykola 
Nykyforuk — the Vertep was a big hit - much to 
the appreciation of a large crowd of parishioners — 
young and old — who had gathered at the parish hall 
after Sunday Divine Liturgy for this special occasion. 
After the presentation of the Vertep and communal 
singing of koliadas, all present enjoyed a delicious 
meatless traditional dinner and good fellowship. 
Over the many years, the Vertep has been presented in 
seniors’ homes, nursing homes, hospitals, at neighboring 
parishes of Edmonton and surrounding rural areas, and 
on CKER. January 18", Eve of Theophany (Julian 
calendar) the Vertep was presented at the Youth Unity 
Complex — with some 400 people in attendance, 
including His Excellency Bishop David Motiuk. 


Crackdown singling out 
Catholics, Bennett says 


By Steven Chase, The Globe and Mail, Jan. 26 2014, 

Canada’s ambassador for religious freedom is warn- 
ing that the Ukrainian government is persecuting a 
particular group of Catholics as the political crises 
grows in the European country. 

Ambassador Andrew Bennett, who visited Kyiv Sat- 
urday and Sunday (Jan. 25-26), said he’s also upset 
that new laws placing limits on civil nights will dis- 
allow churches from joining protests against the gov- 
ernment in Ukraine’s capital city. 

Bennett said President Viktor Yanukovych’s at- 
tempted intimidation of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church could be the start of a wider crackdown on 
churches in Ukraine as the civil uprising continues. 

“That’s certainly the concern,” he said, speaking to 
reporters via conference call Sunday. He said the an- 
alogy of this church as the “canary in a coal mine” is 
very apt. 

The mass protests and clashes with police in down- 
town Kyiv, Ukzaine’s capital, were sparked last fall by 
Yanukovych’s decision to balk at closer ties with the 
European Union and instead align himself more close- 
ly with Vladimir Putin’s Russia. Matters worsened 
when the government passgd_draconian laws limiting 
civil rights. re 

The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church is one of the 
largest religious organizations in Ukraine. 

Canada takes a major interest in Ukraine events be- 
cause more than one million Canadians are of Ukrain- 
ian descent and the Harper government has been loud 
in its condemnation of the crackdown on civil rights, 
the deaths of protesters at the hands of government 
authorities. 

Bennett said in early January the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church received a letter from the Ukrainian 
Ministry of Culture warning that unless its bishops 
and clergy stop joining protestors in the street — where 
they are praying — that the religious organization 
would be delisted as a legitimate religious entity in 


Ukraine. 

“Tt should be noted the last time the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church was declared an illegal entity in the 
country was in 1946 I believe under [former Soviet 
dictator Josef] Stalin,” the Canadian ambassador said. 

He said the church’s leader, Patriarch Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk, told him that he was not aware of the 
Ministry of Culture sending such a letter to any other 
church in Ukraine. 

“He indicated to his knowledge no other church re- 
ceived such a letter from the Ministry of Culture,” the 
ambassador said. 

Ukraine’s elite riot police, the Berkut, have been 
threatening Ukrainian Greek Catholic priests and 
clergy whom they find in the streets, Bennett said. 

“Tt seems they were particularly targeted by the Ber- 
kut.” 

Bennett recounted other stories he’d been told of 
persecution. A bus full of students from Ukrainian 
Catholic University, affiliated with the Greek Cath- 
olic Church, was stopped by police as they attempted 
to reach the mass protests, he said, Police removed the 
vehicle’s license plate so it could not continue on its 
Way. ae 
] The Ukratiuan Greek Catholic Church has a history 
of being targeted by the Ukraine state. It was brutally 
suppressed while Ukraine was under communist rule 
and control by the Soviet Union. 

Bennett said Ukrainian churches are playing an im- 
portant role in the Eastern European country during 
the conflict by encouraging dialogue between oppos- 
ition leaders and the government and protesters. 

“The churches in Ukraine have tremendous respect 
among the people and their legitimacy has been en- 
hanced through all of this ... so to have a law that 
restricts the role of the churches and actually violates 
their religious freedoms and their ability to pursue 
legitimate pastoral outreach to the people is com- 
pletely unacceptable.” 
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About 200 people from Edmonton's Ukrainian community gathered at the provincial legislature on Jan. 25 to 
show solidarity with protesters across Ukraine who have been demanding the resignation of President Viktor 
Yanukovych. “This is no longer a fight to join the European Union; this is now a fight for human rights and 
dignity,” said Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz, president of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Alberta Provincial 
Council. Above: Members of Edmonton's Ukrainian community gather at the legislature following a motor 
caravan from St. Вазії 5 church. Photograph by: John Lucas, Edmonton Journal 


Kobzar Literary Award 2014 


By Oksana Zakydalsky 

The fifth Kobzar Literary Award will be announced 
on Wednesday, March 5 at the Palais Royale in 
Toronto. Presented every two years, the $25,000 
Award recognizes a Canadian writer who best presents 
a Canadian Ukrainian theme with literary merit. Four 
esteemed Canadian authors served as jurors and 
diligently selected five books for the shortlist from 14 
works submitted for this year’s award. The Kobzar 
Literary Award is sponsored by the Shevchenko 
Foundation and was first presented in 2006. 

This year’s nominees focus on culture and memory: 
an immigrant’s bittersweet biography in the face of 
great achievements, a teenager’s year in a Nazi slave 
labour camp, recollections of folk remedies used by 
Ukrainian settlers in Western Canada, a heartrending 
story of cruel confinement in a Canadian internment 
camp, a poetic rendering of a woman’s return to 
Ukraine to bury her mother’s ashes. 

“Luba, Simply Luba” was written as a stage 
presentation by the incomparable Ukrainian 
comedienne Luba Goy. It chronicles the life of one 
of the best known and successful Ukrainian Canadian 
actors, a 35-year veteran of the CBC’s political and 
cultural satire Royal Canadian Air Farce, while 
weaving through it a poignant immigrant story. The 
work was a collaborative effort written by playwright 
Diane Flacks with assistance from Luba Goy and 
director with Andrey Tarasiuk. 

Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch’s “Making Bombs for 
Hitler” is the story of а teenage girl abducted from 
Ukraine in 1943 and forced to work for the Nazis 
in Germany. It is based on true survivor stories 
of Ukrainian Ostarbeiters and again demonstrates 
Ms Skrypuch’s talent in making difficult issues of 
contemporary history accessible and engaging for 
young readers. 

Barbara Sapergia’s book “Blood and Salt” has a 
background on which historians and researchers have 
been working for several decades: the internment 
of Ukrainians in Canada during WWI. Her central 
narrative is an imagined love story ofa young man from 
Ukraine who comes to Canada to meet his sweetheart 
and, instead, is incarcerated in an internment camp set 
in Banff National Park. 


Michael Mucz came to Canada as a child after 
WWII, and is a professor of biology at the University 
of Alberta. He started research for the book “Baba’s 
Kitchen Medicines” as a botanical project while 
on sabbatical in 1992. Interested in all aspects of 
Ukrainian pioneer life, Mr Mucz interviewed many 
Uksainian Canadians on the prairies who were around 
80 years old at the time. The research is interwoven 
with the healing traditions explained through real-life 
stories. 

Erin Moure quirky poetical work “The 
Unmemntioable” (no, that is not a typo) may seem 
like a game she is playing with her reader, but she has 
just come from Ukraine after burying her mother’s 
ashes “in the village where her maternal family was 
erased by war and time”. 

The shortlist for the Kobzar Literary Award was 
compiled by four adjudicators who have done 
distinguished work in the literary field: Joe Kertes, 
Dean of the School of Creative & Performing Arts 
at Humber College and an award winning novelist; 
Frances Itani, author ofnovels, poetry, children’s books 
and short stories and winner of the Commonwealth 
Writers Prize for her novel “Deafening”; Annabel 
Lyon, most recently author of “The Golden Mean”, 
nominated for the Giller Prize; and Olive Senior 
prizewinning author of 13 books of fiction, poetry and 
non-fiction and winner of the Commonwealth Writers 
Prize. 

In the ten years of the existence of the Kobzar 
Literary Award, under the leadership of Dr. Christine 
Turkewych as its program director, it has become a 
celebration of literature and books and is fulfilling 
its goal to contribute to the literary arts of Canada 
by providing writers with an incentive to explore 
Ukrainian Canadian themes. In October 27,2013 the 
2014 finalists were invited to read at the International 
Festival of Authors at Harbourfront (IFOA) - the 
internationally recognized forum for literary works. 

“Over the years, we have presented many Kobzar 
winners and shortlisted authors, “said IFOA director 
Geoffrey E. Taylor. “An event celebrating their 
stellar nominees seemed like a natural addition to our 
programming. We’re very much looking forward to 
iis” 


Shevchenko Foundation 
releases 5Oth anniversary video 


(UCTSF)—With historic photographs and colourful 
video footage, this short promotional film captures the 
history and the mission of the Shevchenko Foundation. 

The 50th anniversary of the Shevchenko Foundation 
is a celebration of the advancement of Ukrainian 
cultural life in Canada — from the achievements 
of Ukrainian Canadian educational and heritage 
institutions and community organizations, to the 
successes of individual artists and art groups. 

“As the cormerstone of Ukrainian Canadian 
philanthropy, the Shevchenko Foundation proudly 


continues to provide significant financial support to 
Ukrainian Canadian organizations, groups, institutions 
and individuals to achieve their artistic, cultural and 
educational goals”, says Andrew Hladyshevsky, Q.C., 
President of the Shevchenko Foundation Board of 
Directors. 

The film was directed by Ryan Boyko, produced by 
R. Boyko and Armistice Films, with music by Danny 
Schur. Narrated by Andrew Jackson. 

The video can also be viewed on the Shevchenko 
Foundation website: www.shevchenkofoundation.com 


SUSK and SUSTA 
honour Kruty 
student martyrs 


The Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union (SUSK) and the Federation 
of Ukrainian Student Organizations of America (SUSTA) encourage 
their member Ukrainian Students’ Organizations to honour the memory 
of the brave, young students who lost their lives at the Battle of Kruty in 
January 1918. As active Canadian and American students of Ukrainian 
descent, we understand and appreciate the value of freedom — a funda- 
mental human right that is severely under threat in present-day Ukraine. 
We also understand and appreciate the often unique role young people 
have played in pivotal events and movements throughout Ukraine’s his- 
tory —a trend that is not likely to end soon. For these reasons, we ought to 
respect the heroic acts of the students who defended Ukrainian independ- 
ence at the Battle of Kruty — may their memory be eternal. 

In the chaos of the Ukrainian revolution in the early 20th century, stu- 
dents were hastily organized into brigades for military resistance in order 
to protect the Ukrainian state. On January 29, 1918, about 300 students 
of the Ist Kyivan Junior School named after Bohdan Khmelnytsky de- 
fended Ukraine from Bolshevik troops. Despite having almost no mil- 
itary training and a shortage of ammunition and weapons, students, and 
80 volunteers from a local unit of the Free Cossacks, were able to halt 
the attack of 4,000 Red Army soldiers. Unfortunately, the students were 
eventually captured by the Red Army, tortured, and shot. 

According to eyewitnesses, during the shooting of 27 students, a grade 
7 student began singing “Ukraine has not yet perished...”, and within 
seconds all of them were singing our national anthem. Imagine that — a 
grade 7 student. The students who defended Kyiv sacrificed their lives 
for the right to live in an independent Ukraine. In honouring these heroes, 
we must remember that they fought for us, and so in turn we must defend 
our nation’s independence. May the words of our national anthem: “body 
and soul we’ll lay down for our freedom,” become the national idea of 
all those who are fighting for Ukraine today. It is in this way that we may 
thank the students for their heroic deed at Kruty. 

Christine Czoli, SUSK President 

Artem Chaplynsky, SUSK Director of External Relations 
. Larysa Hlukha ,SUSTA President 
Oksana Redko, SUSTA Vice-President 


Harper discusses additional 
measures with Poland 


(UkrNews)—Feb 4 Prime Minister Stephen Harper spoke with Polish 
Prime Minister Donald Tusk about the situation in Ukraine, reports the 
Communications Branch of the Prime Minister’s Office ; 

The leaders shared their concern about the potential for increased 
violence and the government of Ukraine’s move away from the values 
of freedom and democracy. They agreed the situation remains very 
serious. Prime Minister Harper underlined, in particular, what he sees as 
a tendency toward the repressive totalitarianism of the past. 

Prime Ministers Harper and Tusk discussed the potential for additional 
measures, including sanctions, which continue to be considered and 
could be implemented if the situation in Ukraine worsens. =They agreed 
on the importance of a coordinated international response and committed 
to working together. - 

The Prime Ministers concluded their conversation by agreeing that 
they will continue to monitor the situation closely, and will remain in 
touch with the Ukrainian communities in their respective countries. 


European parliament calls for 
targeted Ukraine sanctions 


(RFE/RL)—EU lawmakers have called for the introduction of targeted 
measures such as travel sanctions and asset and property freezes on any 
Ukrainian officials, lawmakers, and their business sponsors found to be 
responsible for the deadly crackdown on antigovernment demonstrators 
in Ukraine. 

The nonbinding resolution, backed by all major political groups in the 
Strasbourg chamber on February 6, stresses the need to step up efforts 
to stop money laundering and tax evasion by Ukrainian companies and 
businesspeople in European banks. 

The text also supports the establishment of a permanent European Par- 
liament mission in Ukraine to defuse tensions and facilitate dialogue. - 

The resolution also urges Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych to 
cease the “shameful employment of Berkut” riot police and to release “all 
the demonstrators and political prisoners illegally detained,” including 
former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko. 


Train hits minibus, killing at least 12 


(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian president’s press office has reported that at least 
12 people were killed when a train collided with a minibus in the northeast- 
ern Sumy region. A statement on the president’s website on February 4 said, 
“On a railway crossing near the villages of Bilany and Vyry there was a col- 
lision....” The statement continued, “as a result, 12 people were killed and 
five taken to hospital.” A statement from the prosecutor’s office in the Sumy 
region said 13 people were killed and seven injured and blamed the driver of 
the minibus for “ignoring the signal” waning of an approaching train. 


over rumored 


By Claire Bigg and Daisy Sindelar 

(RFE/RL)—After being kidnapped on 
January 22, Dmytro Bulatov says he was 
kept blindfolded for eight days as his abduct- 
ors beat him, sliced off part of his ear, drove 
nails through his hands, and finally left him 
for dead in a forest. 

Through the ordeal, he never once saw his 
captors. But he could hear them. And when 
he was finally returned to safety, Bulatovy — 
one of the leaders of Automaidan, the auto- 
motive flank of Ukraine’s Euromaidan pro- 
tests — said on January 31 that his captors 
had spoken “with a Russian accent.” 

The comment bolstered already strong 
suspicions among Ukrainian protesters that 
Russians are illicitly contributing to state 
security efforts as the government of Vik- 
tor Yanukovych continues its often violent 
crackdown on the two-month Euromaidan 
protests. 

Ukrainian protesters claim to have wit- 
nessed Berkut riot police exchanging rubles 
for hryynias and speaking in “clean Russian” 
— meaning without a distinctive Ukrain- 
ian accent. And accounts are growing of 
protesters and journalists being abducted, 
beaten, and sometimes killed by unidentified 
Russian-speaking attackers, in a trend op- 
position leader Arseniy Yatsenyuk likened to 
Latin American-style “death squads.” 

Reports of Russian gangs enlisting in the 
violent intimidation of Euromaidan may be 
wholly credible to many protesters deeply re- 
sentful of Moscow’s efforts to keep Ukraine 
under its wing — particularly the $15 billion 
bailout deal that appeared to bury Ukraine’s 
European Union ambitions once and for all. 

But Russian journalist and security expert 
Andrei Soldatov says it may be too early 
to pin the blame on Russia for the wave of 
kidnappings and beatings, particularly in a 
country like Ukraine, which has a large Rus- 
sian-speaking population. 

“There is a huge number of people [in 
Ukraine] who can speak with a Russian ac- 
cent, from Russian residents to Belarusian 
residents to Ukrainian residents,’ Soldatov 
says. “I understand these concerns and I 
know there have long been fears that units or 
individuals from Russia may be in Ukraine. 
But I think there are not enough facts to as- 
sert anything at this stage.” 

The possibility of Russian involvement, 
however, may be harder to ignore as anec- 
dotal evidence grows. 

Most recently, two journalists from Rus- 
sia’s Tatarstan Republic said they were sav- 
agely beaten on January 31 by men speak- 
ing “pure” Russian after being forced into a 
black car with no license plates outside the 
Kyiv flat where they were staying. 

One of the correspondents, Nikita Per- 
filyev, said he lost several teeth in the beat- 
ing; his cameraman, Anton Zakharov, was 
left with deep bruises along the right side of 
his face. 

The cases are also reminiscent of activ- 
ists Ihor Lutsenko and Yuriy Verbytskyy, 
who were abducted on January 22 and se- 
verely beaten. Verbytskyy, left unconscious 
in the woods, died of exposure. Lutsenko, 
who survived the attack, said his assailants 
spoke Ukrainian with a “distinctive” accent, 
and appeared surprisingly uninformed about 


‘death squads’ 


events in Ukraine. 

Some observers have suggested that 
Russian intelligence groups are thriving 
in Ukraine, which has failed to push back 
against Moscow’s security structures. “The 
authorities knowingly chose not to strength- 
en the Ukrainian Security Service, and above 
all, its counterespionage,” correspondent 
Yuriy Raykhel wrote in the Ukrainian news- 
paper “Day,” adding that the oversight had 
made Ukraine “a paradise for foreign intel- 
ligence services.” 

Ukrainian political strategist Taras Berez- 
ovets says a number of Russian security 
forces have been dispatched to Ukraine since 
the start of the Euromaidan protests in late 
November. 

“There are many representatives of Rus- 
sia’s intelligence community in Kyiv — of- 
ficers from the Russian Defense Ministry’s 
main intelligence service and from the Fed- 
eral Security Service,’ Berezovets says. 
“Their main function is to act as agents who 
also liaise with Ukraine’s security and mil- 
itary [silovie] structures. I don’t exclude 
that they could be providing advice on how 
to crush peaceful protests, since Russia has 
perfected this.” 

For some, the rumored Russian death 
squads are an eerie echo of teams reportedly 
organized by Russia’s Federal Security Ser- 
vice (FSB) to eliminate “terrorists” — and 
often rights workers and journalists — dur- 
ing the Chechen wars. 

The attacks on Bulatov, Verbytskyy, and 
others are also uncomfortably similar in 
style to the 2000 kidnapping and murder of 
journalist Heorhiy Gongadze, who was shot, 
beheaded, and dumped in a forest outside 
Kyiv after a series of reports revealing high- 
level corruption. 

Many believe then-President Leonid Ku- 
chma was responsible for ordering Gon- 
gadze’s murder, after voice recordings 
were released that appeared to document 
Kuchma calling for the hit. Fourteen years 
later, Ukrainian opposition leader Olek- 
sandr Turchynov has accused Yanukovych’s 
government of continuing the trend, hiring 
“criminal structures” to work in tandem with 
legitimate law enforcement bodies like the 
Berkut riot police. 

Not everyone is convinced, however, that 
the criminal structures are necessarily Rus- 
sian. Berezovets suggests Ukrainian forces 
may even be taking advantage of the rabid 
antipathy toward Moscow by pretending to be 
Russian and playing into a scenario that many 
Euromaidan protesters are ready to believe. 

“It’s more likely that the abductors were 
not Russians but Ukrainians and that Ukrain- 
ian security or military officers, possibly 
Berkut, are responsible,” he says. “They 
may be trying to deliberately throw people 
off the track [by speaking Russian].” 

Regardless, many Ukrainians will con- 
tinue to hold Russia responsible if the at- 
tacks continue. 

A new protest poster, aimed at Ukzain- 
ian athletes departing for the Sochi Winter 
Olympics, calls on competitors to take a 
stand against Russian-led violence, warning, 
“You are traveling to a country that orders 
and pays for the murder of peaceful Ukrain- 
ian protesters.” 


U. 5, says Russia played a role іп 
leaking ambassador’s call 


(RFE/RL)—The United States says Rus- 
sia might have had a role in the leak of an 
apparently bugged phone conversation be- 
tween Assistant Secretary of State Victoria 
Nuland and U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine 
Geoff Pyatt. 

In the call, which was released online ac- 
companied by Russian captions, voices re- 
sembling those of Nuland and Pyatt discuss 
Ukraine. 

At one point, the Nuland voice uses an 
expletive to describe her frustration with the 
European Union efforts to resolve Ukraine’s 
political crisis. 


White House spokesman Сагпеу refused 
to discuss any details of the private conver- 
sation. 

But he added, “Since the recording was 
first noted and tweeted out by the Russian 
government I think that says something 
about Russia’s role.” 

Camey, however, said that Nuland has 
been working with her EU counterparts “and 
relations with the EU are stronger than ever.” 

State Department spokeswoman Jen Psaki 
subsequently said Nuland “has been in con- 
tact with her EU counterparts and of course 
has apologized” for the reported comments. 
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iShadow, spectre of Russia hangs |Who are Ukraine’s ‘Ultras’? 


By Daisy Sindelar 

Two years ago, the violent reputation of 
Ukraine’s soccer hooligans prompted calls 
in Europe for a Euro-2012 boycott. 

Now, the “ultras” — as hard-core soccer 
fans, including many violent hooligans, are 
commonly known in Eastern Europe — have 
found political redemption by safeguarding 
Ukraine’s Euromaidan protesters as they 
face off against police and the so-called 
“titushky,” the pro-government thugs who 
many allege are hired muscle. 

Opposition leader Oleh Tyahnybok, the 
head of the nationalist Svoboda party, pub- 
licly praised the role of the ultras in a late- 
night speech on January 25 following the 
opposition’s rejection of a partnership deal 
with President Viktor Yanukovych. 

“Glory to Ukraine! And ГІЇ continue the 
theme of the soccer fans,” Tyahnybok said. 
“Let us applaud the heroic soccer fans of 
Dnipro Cherkasy, Karpaty Lviv, and Vorskla 
Poltava! This is where solidarity starts. This 
is where patriotism starts!” 

It was a surprising transformation for a 
sector of society better known for drinking 
and brawling than political passions. 

The change began on January 21 — one 
day before the debut of what critics describe 
as Ukraine’s “dictatorship laws” allowing 
the forceful dispersal of unauthorized pro- 
tests — when the Dynamo Kyiv ultras ап- 
nounced they had formed special defense 
units to protect Maidan demonstrators. 

“We appeal to all those who have yet to 
join the defense of Kyiv from these bastard 
sellouts,” the group announced on vKon- 
takte in a lengthy call to battle that reserved 
special ire for the titushky. 

“We’re heading out, not so we get brought 
into Europe, not for Yulia, Vitalik, Arse- 
niy, or Oleh,” the statement continues, re- 
ferring to Ukraine’s opposition quartet of 
jailed ex-Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, 
Vitali Klitschko, Arseniy Yatsenyuk, and 
Oleh Tyahnybok. “Not against Russia and 


Russians!!! Were heading out — FOR 
KYIVANS, FOR OUR CITY, FOR OUR 
COUNTRY, FOR OUR HONOR!” 

Since then, ultra groups throughout 
Ukraine have issued similar statements and 
entered the fray. This has happened not only 
in reliably pro-Maidan cities like Lviv but 
also in the south and east, where support for 
Russia, Ukrainian President Viktor Yanuko- 
vych, and the ruling Party of Regions is trad- 
itionally high. 

Ultras have reportedly turned out in large 
numbers in even the easternmost regions of 
Luhansk, Kharkiv, and Donetsk, as well as in 
Crimea and Odesa in the south. In Dniprope- 
trovsk on January 26, hundreds of Dnipro ul- 
tras backed an unexpectedly large crowd of 
pro-Maidan demonstrators as they attempted 
to storm the regional administration build- 
ing. 

The sudden support of the ultras — made 
up of working-class young men traditionally 
seen as Yanukovych’s base — is considered 
such a sea change that they’ve even earned 
their own icon on maps charting Euromai- 
dan’s progress. 

As of January 27, ultra support for Euro- 
maidan activities had been registered in 17 
cities. 

In many regions, however, the ultras may 
be motivated less by Maidan sympathies 
than by antipathy for the titushky, whose 
ranks are filled by approximately the same 
demographic. 

Tavria ultras in the Crimean city of Sim- 
feropol have indicated they do not support 
EU integration but are infuriated by attacks 
on Ukrainian citizens, which they attribute 
to “gang rule and lawlessness established by 
the police in order to protect powerful crim- 
inals.” 

“Urge everyone not to sell out their coun- 
try for 300 hryvnia [$35],” Illychivets ultras 
wrote in the southeastern coastal city of Ma- 
riupol, alluding to the reported earnings of 
the “titushky.” 


Mushrooming citizen patrols raise 
fear of more violence, divisions 


By Claire Bigg 

(RFE/RL)—As_ Ukraine’s civil unrest 
spreads across Ukraine, with antigovern- 
ment protesters laying siege to official build- 
ings in a dozen cities, jittery citizens are tak- 
ing security into their own hands. 

Self-defense groups are hastily be- 
ing formed in the Russian-speaking east, 
President Viktor Yanukovych’s traditional 
power base, to bar protesters from seizing 
control of local administrations. 

In the European-leaning, western part of 
Ukraine, local residents supporting Kyiv’s 
Euromaidan protests are also conducting 
patrols and guarding government buildings 
seized by demonstrators. 

But there are fears that the mushrooming 
of rival vigilante groups, instead of bringing 
order back to the streets, will only fuel vio- 
lence and divisions. 

“There are risks that they will clash,” says 
Kyiv-based political analyst Taras Berez- 
ovets. “It is an extremely dangerous, uncon- 
trollable scenario.” 

Yanukovych sympathizers, including Cos- 
sacks and Afghanistan war veterans, have al- 
ready lent police a hand in breaking up pro-EU 
rallies and repelling protesters seeking to take 
over government buildings in Zaporizhzhya, 
Dnipropetrovsk, Cherkasy, Sumy, and Odesa. 

Emboldened by their success, they are now 
getting organized into special task forces to 
keep what they describe as violent, radical 
antigovernment rioters at bay. 

National Unity is one of several groups 
currently rallying volunteers in the southern 
city of Odesa. 

Known for its anti-EU stance, the youth or- 
ganization says more than 1,000 people have 
already come forward over the past four 
days. 

According to its leader, 28-year-old Anton 
Davydchenko, the new units will be ready to 


take up arms against protesters if needed. 

“We call on everyone to stay calm and we 
hope that these units will not have to be in- 
volved in conflict situations,” he says. “But 
in our country, it’s better to be prepared for 
any turn of events. We will never give them 
our cheek to be slapped. If they come to 
us with weapons, we will meet them with 
weapons.” 

With police outnumbered and facing fierce 
resistance from a hard core of radical pro- 
testers in Kyiv, authorities have backed the 
initiative, 

Some opposition activists believe the 
newly-formed groups are a cover for govern- 
ment efforts to boost the number of “titush- 
ky,” thugs believed to be hired by authorities 
to assault protesters and stage provocations. 

Donetsk and Luhansk, two eastern indus- 
trial cities that rely heavily on Russia for 
its trade, have formally authorized vigilante 
groups and Yanukovych’s cabinet has report- 
edly tasked the justice ministry with legal- 
izing such groups nationwide. 

Pro-European Ukrainians, too, are taking 
steps to defend themselves. 

Civilian patrols are already in place in sey- 
eral cities, including the western city of Lviv. 

Andriy Sokolov, the coordinator of Lviv’s 
protest movement, says 500 residents have 
volunteered so far. 

“Soon we will be able to talk about forming 
a serious organization capable of defending 
democracy, the fatherland, and the constitu- 
tion,” he says. “The situation is dangerous in 
Ukraine. There are fears that the regime will 
strike and that Lviv will see events similar to 
what is now taking place in Kyiv.” 

In Kyiv, Euromaidan organizers have 
ramped up security on Independence Square. 

They are also encouraging residents to at- 
tend self-defense classes that are being held 
on the square by former military officers. 
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Ukraine’s biggest hope 


for a medal 


By Olena Goncharova, 
Kyiv Post, Jan. 24, 2014 

As an independent country for 
more than 22 years, Ukraine has 
managed to medal only five times 
in the Winter Olympics, compared 
to 115 in the Summer Games. 

Three of the winter sport medals 
were in the biathlon competition. 
That is where the Ukraine team’s 
best medal hopes lie again at the 
long-anticipated 2014 Sochi Olym- 
pics that start on Feb. 7. 

At last year’s Biathlon World 
Championship in the Czech Re- 
public, Ukraine’s women team 
took one gold, silver and three 
bronze medals, which placed them 
among the world’s top 10 biath- 
lon teams. Now the team of Juliya 
Dzhyma, sisters Vita Semerenko 
and Valentyna Semerenko and 
Olena Pidhrushna, are poised to 
rock at the 2014 Winter Games. 

The biathletes set off to Russia’s 
Sochi on Feb. 2. Their first com- 
petition, a 7.5-kilometer sprint, is 
scheduled for Feb. 9. 

Two weeks before her departure, 
the team’s most highly decorated 
member, Valentyna Semerenko, is 
calm. 

“This year trainings were the 
same as always,” Semerenko, 28, 
told the Kyiv Post in a phone inter- 
view from a Czech training camp 
where the women’s team is hold- 
ing its last training sessions before 
the Olympics. “Our coaches didn’t 
stress out that this year is more im- 
portant because of the Olympics. 
So we have been in our regular 
training mode.” In the meantime, 
the men’s team trained in Austria’s 
Hochfilzen. 

“Now our teams have entered 
their third month of training abroad 
and they will be back home no ear- 
lier than in 1.5 months,” Volody- 
myr Brynzak, the president of 
Ukrainian biathlon federation, told 
Radio Era. “It’s a challenge for an 
athlete’s psychology. Our athletes 
have to train outside Ukraine be- 
cause here they don’t have every- 
thing they need to achieve good 
results.” 

According to Brynzak, Ukraine 
is the only country that has no cer- 
tificated training biathlon base and 
still shows good results. 

The results are indeed impres- 
sive and improving. In December 
Ukraine won a women’s biathlon 


in 


Sochi 


Valentyna Semerenko practices during the warm up shooting at the Bi- 
athlon World Cup on January 10, 2014, in Ruhpolding. 


World Cup relay in Austria’s Ho- 
chfilzen. Later Semerenko was 
named Ukraine’s Best Athlete of 
the Month. 

At the finish line in Hochfilzen, 
the team held a Ukrainian flag with 
“Together to Victory” written on 
it. Some thought it was a reference 
to EuroMaidan events in Kyiv, but 
Semerenko reveals that it wasn’t. 

“Tn the beginning of the training 
season our fans gave us a flag that 
was signed by the fans from vari- 
ous Ukrainian cities,” Semerenko 
explains. “They wanted us to take 
it to all the competitions. It’s not a 
flag from EuroMaidan. Sport and 
politics must be separated.” 

She started her career the in 
northern Ukrainian city of Sumy 
along with her twin sister, Vita Se- 
merenko, her current team partner. 
However, Valentyna Semerenko 
denies that sisterhood matters 
much in what they are doing. 

“You don’t think about sisters or 
brothers before the start,” she says. 
“The only right thing is to con- 
centrate on the best result you can 
achieve.” 

“T’ve always been fond of skiing,” 
Semerenko recalls. “When I was 
in the fourth grade the coach was 
looking for someone who wanted 
to enter cross-country skiing school. 
I thought it was something I’d like 
to try,” Semerenko says, adding that 
lots of boys and girls came to the ski- 
ing school then. 

Then she was curious enough to 
try something new again. “Once 
my coach Hryhoriy Shamray of- 


fered me to (change focus and) 
go with biathlon. And again — І 
decided to agree. Why not?” says 
Semerenko. 

She says she was just “a little 
nervous” to participate in her first 
professional competition in 2005 at 
the age of 20.- 

“Tt was in Latvia, during Summer 
Biathlon World Championships. I 
felt great responsibility as I wasn’t 
competing at home, in Ukraine. 
It’s a whole different level and of 
course, it was tense experience,” 
Semerenko says. 

The competition in Latvia didn’t 
bring any victories. It was in 2011 
when Semerenko got her first per- 
sonal medal. 

Semerenko admits Ukraine 
“shows rather good results in bi- 
athlon now”. 

“But still I wish we had better 
conditions for training at home,” 
the biathlete said. “In the last few 
years we mostly train outside 
Ukraine. I get to come back to my 
hometown Sumy just several times 
a year. But I hope that Ukraine will 
have a good base for biathletes 
once — not only for professionals 
but for those athletes who make 
their first steps in it.” 

While she travels a lot, Se- 
merenko says it’s nothing like nor- 
mal traveling. 

«І dream to see many countries. 
Our friends sometimes asked us 
what we saw in the country, and we 
have to answer that the only thing 
we see is a firing area, a track and a 
hotel,” Semerenko says. 


Ukraine holds farewell ceremony to 
nation’s Olympic team 


By Olena Goncharova, Kyiv Post 

A week before the Olympics, Ukraine held a grand 
farewell ceremony for the nation’s Olympic team. The 
nation will be represented by 43 athletes during the 
22nd Winter Olympic Games in Sochi. 

While most of the sportsmen are still on training 
abroad, seven of them received a powerful sendoff 
from other Olympic athletes and officials at Kyiv’s 
Olympic Stadium on Jan 30. 

Some set off to Russia on Feb. 2. Those included: 
speed skater Sofia Vlasova; the skating team of 
Nataliya Popova апа Jakiv Godorozha; ice dancing 
skaters Siobhan Heekin-Canedy and Dmytro Dun; and 
pair skaters Iulia Lavrentieva and Iuriy Rudyk. 

While the situation inside the country remains tense, 
as EuroMaidan protests in Ukraine are in their third 
month, officials hope the upcoming Olympics will 
unite people on both sides of the barricades. 

“Olympic sport is kind of national diplomacy, which 
unites people,” Oleksandr Vilkul, Ukraine’s deputy 
prime minister said, addressing the athletes. The 


government promises that medal winners at the Sochi 
Olympics will get apartments in Kyiv. 

Nataliya Popova, the singles figure skater, is excited 
for the Olympics start. 

“We have been training in a very positive mood all the 
time,” Popova recalls. “I know my competitors; most of 
them are my friends actually, so it will be comfortable 
and interesting for me to compete with them in Sochi.” 

Popova said she knows Ukrainian figure skaters 
are way behind world’s top teams, but still hopes to 
“present well-prepared programs.” 

The last time that Ukraine medaled in figure skating 
was in 2006, when ice dancers Ruslan Goncharov and 
Olena Grushyna won the bronze medal. 

This time Ukrainians will compete in nine categories, 
including short-track speed skating, figure skating, 
biathlon, freestyle skiing, snowboarding, luge, nordic 
combine, cross-country skiing and alpine skiing. 

Ukraine left Vancouver in 2010 with no medals. This 
time Ukraine hopes to medal at least in two events — 
biathlon and freestyle skiing. 
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Cardinal double takes 
Portugal past Ukraine 


(UEFA)—A goal early in each half from Cardinal, who came into the 
finals off a long injury and without a club, sent Portugal into the semis. 

Cardinal, who came into UEFA Futsal (Indoor Soccer) EURO 2014 
having not played a competitive game since June and without a club, 
struck early in each half to take Ukraine out in the quarter-finals. 

His first goal was cancelled out by Yevgen Valenko but Ukraine had 
no answer to Cardinal’s second, made by Ricardinho, who put on yet 
another superb display. Portugal face Italy or Croatia on Thursday as 
they aim to reach their second final after 2010. 

Укгаїпе, missing the suspended Oleksandr Sorokin, gave Portugal an 
early scare when Denys Ovsyannikov’s pass was met with a clever flick 
by Yevgen Коваспоу that Joao Benedito just about kept out. At the other 
end Dmytro Lytvynenko was Ukraine’s third different starting keeper of 
the finals but while his colleagues had not conceded a group goal, he was 
beaten in the third minute. 

Arnaldo Pereira played a subtle pass at the end of a solo run and the 
ball was turned in after some neat footwork by Cardinal, his job as pivot 
even more important in the absence of Joel Queirés, like Pedro Costa out 
injured. Portugal, orchestrated as ever by Ricardinho, were having most 
of the play but Ukraine did break at speed and Rogachoy again stung 
Benedito’s palms. Cardinal also shot over after an outrageous pitch-long 
pass by Ricardinho. 

The equaliser came with just under eight minutes left in the half. 
Ricardinho tackled Petro Shoturma, but Valenko smashed in the loose 
ball. Portugal, with the loudest fans of any team left in Antwerp, were 
kept at bay until the break. 

As usual, Portugal changed their goalkeeper at the interval with André 
Sousa coming on. Lytvynenko denied Cardinal but not long after Cardinal 
did beat the goalkeeper to his right with a low shot after a Ricardinho 
kick-in. 

Lytvynenko made a vital saving tackle оп Leitao and got his foot to a 
Ricardinho volley. Sousa made a fine save from Vitaliy Kiselyov while 
at the other end Ricardo Fernandes had a shot blocked by a defender 
as Portugal held on, despite Denys Ovsyannikoy coming on as flying 
goalkeeper. 


Ukraine progresses, 
eliminates Belgium 


UEFA)—Ukraine gained the point they needed against Belgium to ad- 
vance to the quarter-finals as Group A winners and eliminate the hosts 
from UEFA Futsal (Indoor Soccer) EURO 2014 in the process. 

Requiring a three-goal triumph to progress at the expense of the two- 
time runners-up having lost 6-1 to a Romania side Ukraine beat 1-0, Bel- 
gium were denied victory by a stoic rearguard action and the expertise of 
incoming goalkeeper Kyrylo Tsypun. That their side faced an up- 
hill task did not deter the enthusiastic home supporters, who were given 
cause to warm their vocal chords further when Saad Salhi, in the starting 
five for the suspended Omar Rahou, stung the palms of Tsypun. 

Tsypun was between the posts instead of Yevgen Ivanyak, who was 
nursing a knock, and his replacement had to stay big to halt Lucio’s 
charge on goal. As their situation merited, Belgium were taking the in- 
itiative, not letting Ukraine settle. 

Once more they pressed, Jonathan Neukermans exchanging passes with 
captain Karim Chaibai and testing Tsypun. Before the break, Ukraine’s 
ever busy Мо12 foiled Ahmed Sababti, Aziz Hitou and Lucio, their ор- 
ponents’ only significant opening in that period a shot by Petro Shoturma 
against the upright. Tsypun quickly returned to the fore after the restart 
when beating out Valentin Dujacquier’s drive and Chaibai’s acute at- 
tempt. 

As the clock ticked down, Lucio was deployed as a flying keeper. When 
David Morant rejoined proceedings he saved from Yevgen Valenko and 
Vitaliy Kiselyov after Liliu had been dismissed for a second booking. 
Morant shone again late on as Ukraine let the shackles off, safe in the 
knowledge they had done enough. Dujacquier then smacked a post as 
Belgium tried in vain for a consolatory win. 


Romania advance despite 
defeat by Ukraine 


(UEFA)—Ukraine are well-placed to qualify for the UEFA Futsal (In- 
door Soccer) EURO 2014 quarter-finals after a narrow victory against 
Romania, who are the first team through to the last eight despite defeat in 
Antwerp, Jan. 30. 

Having sat out the opening matchday in Group A, when Romania over- 
whelmed Belgium 6-1, the two-time runners-up claimed the points courtesy 
of Dmytro Sorokin’s 18th-minute finish. While Romania can look forward 
to a Monday tie at the Sportpaleis, Ukraine will join them in the knockout 
stage if they avoid a three-goal loss to the hosts here on Saturday. 

So organised defensively against Belgium, Romania were fortunate to 
escape an early lapse, Dmytro Bondar being denied by Vlad Iancu after 
intercepting Dumitru Stoica’s square pass. Iancu came to the Tricolorii’s 
aid again when he narrowed the angle to thwart Dmytro Sorokin, who 
had stolen possession and raced from inside his half. The Romania Мої 
then made it a hat-trick of first-half interventions as he beat out a strike 
from the same player, Vitaliy Kiselyov having dissected the defence with 
a diagonal pass. 
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LITERARY AWARD | 
2014 CEREMONY & DINNE 


FLACKS, DIANE with TARASIUK, ANDREY & GOY, LUBA 
Luba, Simply Luba 


Scirocco Drama, J. Gordon Shillingford Publishing Inc., Winnipeg, 2013 


MOURE, ERIN 
The Unmemntioable 


House of Anansi Press, Toronto, 2012 


: MUCZ, MICHAEL 
Baba’s Kitchen Medicines 


University of Alberta Press, Edmonton 2012 


зааронозивннюм: 


SAPERGIA, BARBARA 
Blood and Salt 


Coteau Books, Saskatchewan, 2012 


RES 


SKRYPUCH, MARSHA 
Making Bombs for Hitler 


Scholastic Canada Ltd., Toronto, 2012 


ir Award Ceremony: | 
Б 5, 2014 at Palais Royale in Toronto 
e Boulevard West, Toronto, Ontario 
рт Dinner: 7:30 pm - Dress: Cocktail 
Tickets: $250/person | 


